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P. H. SPENCER 
SEVEN DECADES OF FLYING 

P. H. Spencer's experience in aviation spans seven 
decades, and at the age of 87, he is still flying. Just a few 
weeks ago, he went up in a friend's ultra light for a flight 
over El Mirage Dry Lake. 

Spence, as his friends call him, designs and tests flies 
airplanes. His specialty is a versatile craft which will land 
or take off from either land or water. 

A man of few words, he prefers to hear the hum of a 
busy workshop or the steady roar of a good airplane in flight 
to conversation. 

He and his partner, Dale L. (Andy) Anderson keep busy 
every day in the hangar workshop which is headquarters for 
Spencer Amphibian Air Car. The company hopes to sell 
plans for Air Cars, kits and parts ••• 
to customers all over the world. 

Christopher Miner Spencer, 
Spence's father, was a recognized 
inventor of his time with a number 
of registered patents. Undoubtedly 
his son got a lot of encouragement 
in his attempts at designing, 
building and flying aircraft from 
his father. 

While Spence was still in high 
school, he built two Curtis-type 
flying boats. His first solo flight 
in a powered aircraft was in one 
of these flying boats on May 15, 
1914. He holds commercial pilot's 
license #486, and is a member of 
the Early Birds of Aviation. 

In the 1920's he was manager 
of the airport at Hartford, Conn. 
where he operated a flying service. 
At this time he also formed the New England Aircraft Corp. 
which he later sold to Curtiss Flying Service. He entered 
many air races and set several speed and altitude records 
for light planes. 

During the 1930's he flew aircraft, mostly amphibians, 
for several companies including Ireland Aircraft Corp., Shell 
Eastern Petroleum Corp., and Pan American Airways. 

In the 1940's he designed, built and flew the Spencer Am
phibian Air Car #1, and in 1943 sold his patent on this craft 
to Republic Aviation Corp. Republic's Sea Bee airplane was 
based on Spencer's patent. He became a design consultant 
and test pilot on this plane. 

In the 1950's his genius for design led to the production 

of a very successful toy that flew the way a bird does, by 
flapping its wings. It was a rubber-powered ornithopter. 
Spence sold this patent to Whamo Manufacturing Co. who 
produced more than half a million of these toys. 

The toy was followed by a gasoline-powered orniplane 
with a sea gull wing. Spence actually made a successful flight 
in the flapping mechanical bird and the prototype of it is 
on display at the National Air and Space Museum of the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 

Still active in aviation in the 1960's Spence formed Tri
dent Aircraft Corp. with C. Y. Herbst. They designed the 
Trident Amphibian which was later called the Tri-Gull. 

Continuing through the 70's, Spence turned to the design 
and marketing of kits for building 
Spencer Amphibian Air Cars. 
Spencer and Anderson built a 
4-passenger amphibian, the S-12, 
in 181h months in a garage. They 
flew the S-12 for the first time at 
Chino, on May 25, 1970 and put 
it through the first water test at 
Lake Havasu on July 8, 1970. 
Since then the two men have made 
eight trans-continental flights in 
the S-12 and one flight to Alaska. 

Drag-N-Fly was the name of a 
hydro-glider designed by Spencer 
about this same time for Volpar. 
It was a fun aircraft that the flyer 
could tow along the highways to 
sites suitable for glider flights. 

Later, Spencer and Anderson 
began working on a new amphi
bian designated the S-14. 

Spencer's design provided ways to fold up the craft for tow
ing on the highways. Handles and fasteners were built in. 
He decided to use composite in its construction instead of 
wooden hulls. Spoilers were tried instead of ailerons for con
trol. On November 4, 1983 he flew the first flight of the 
S-14 at Fox Field, Lancaster, and for about six months after 
that they continued testing the craft on land and water, put
ting it through repeated floatation and taxiing tests. 

The flights went well, the take-offs and landings on land 
were satisfactory, but the S-14 did not meet Spence's ex
pectations of performance in the water. The aft section sat 
too low in the water-it needed more buoyancy. Finally, 
Spencer decided to take the design off the market. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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1985 OX5 NATIONAL REUNION 
October 16-19 

Los Angeles, Calif. 
President of the Southern California Wing, Ralph 

Majors, has announced that plans are well underway for 
the 30th National Reunion which will be held on the 
16th-19th of October, 1985. 

The Hotel Airport Hilton at 5711 W. Century Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, across the street from the L.A.X. has been 
selected as the reunion headquarters. Hotel rates are $48 
single and double, with free transportation to and from the 
airport and the shopping mall. 

The tentative program includes registration each day, a 
hospitality room, banquet honoring the ladies and Early 
Birds on Thursday, tours on Friday which will include the 
Spruce Goose and the Queen Mary (lunch on the Queen 
Mary), and the National Awards Banquet and Hall of Fame 
Enshrinement on Saturday. 

Full details and the reservation and registration forms 
will be printed in a future issue of the news. 

Please be sure to mark your calendar to reserve the 
dates .... 

OX5 NATIONAL REUNiON 
OCTOBER 16-19, 1985 

HOTEL AIRPORT HILTON 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Well it's that time of the year when 

each of us should lend thought to the 
member that you would like to represent 
the OX5 Aviation Pioneers on your 
Board of Governors. I am positive you 
will hear this a few more times prior to 
the Reunion, but I do want to encourage 
each Wing to nominate a candidate for 
National Governor. This should make 
us feel just a little bit better since we 
know that we exercised our right to Robert F. Lang 
speak up. If we put the best interest of the OX5 Aviation 
Pioneers first and our personal feelings second I know that 
we will select a first-class Board that will serve you well. 

It is getting closer to the 30th Reunion and the Commit
tee in California has really been burning the midnight oil 
to make sure we all have a great visit. I don't want to let 
the cat out of the bag, but I am anxious to see many of you 
dining on the fascinating Queen Mary. I certainly will be 
there. You will hear much more on the program as time slips 
by. 

All of the Nominating and Award committee's have been 
selected and have begun to function. They are charged with 
ascertaining the qualifications of each candidate. Hopefully 
the majority of the membership will be pleased with my plan, 
and it is the thinking of the Hall of Fame Chairman, to select 
QUALITY rather than QUANTITY for induction into the 
HALL ofF AME. It will be my intention to present the recip
ients in a dignified environment to the entire membership 
in attendance at the Reunion. I trust that each of you will 
concur on this approach. 

I wish to welcome Everett Welch (Midwest Florida Wing) 
to the National Board of Governors. Everett was elected by 
the Board to complete the term of Bill Conrad, who resigned 
the Vice Presidency and Governorship. I do wish Bill and 
his lovely wife the best at what ever they decide to pursue. 
May I also welcome Max Freeman (Carolina's Wing) Na
tional Governor to the office of Vice President. I welcome 
Max as my sidekick. With such a gentleman, how can our 
organization lose. 

Have received many letters and phone calls from the 
membership. This has been an exciting and interesting year, 
thus far. I feel rich because of the association and friends 
that make up our membership. 

Something to think about-It is nice to be important,
but it is more important to be nice. 

LAST MINUTE NEWS 
ON THE OXS HISTORY BOOK 

Dave Turner, of the Taylor Publishing Company, has 
informed us that everything is moving along nicely on 
the OX5 History Book. Approximately 777 books have 
been sold, which will contain more than 750 
biographies. They are busy editing the material, and 
typesetting is expected to begin about April 1. The 
target date for completion and distribution of the book 
is July 4th. 



• BRIEFS • 
Vee S. Toner of Pittsburgh became the first woman named 
to the Board of Trustees of the Swimming Hall of Fame 
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., last month. Toner is a former 
manager of the United States Olympic women's swimming 
and diving team. She also managed the U.S. swimming team 
for international competition at Bremen, Germany, in 1975, 
and in Holland and France in 1981. 

• 

Helmer Bjerkebek R. R. 1, Box 192, Fergus Falls, Minn., 
has just published 'an interesting book entitled "A Pilgrim 
In The Sky." His experiences as a pilot of 32 years, and 
the stories about the planes he flew are contained in the 
book. Write to Helmer for information on how to obtain 
a copy of the book. 

• 
A donation in memory of Joseph "Skeeter" Graves has been 
received at National from the OX5ers in the Titusville! 
Florida area. Graves was a real old timer, having been active 
in aviation since his solo in 1924 at Stutgart, Ark. We thank 
you for the donation. 

• 

National Governor Mary Alice Beatty, 2800 Overbill Road, 
Birmingham, Ala. 35223 reminds us that there are many 
women eligible to join the Aviatrix Pioneers of America
an organization of women who flew airplanes before the 
year 1939. Women who qualify to be "Medalists" are those 
who flew before 1930. There are no officers, no meetings, 
no dues-just a directory of pioneer women pilots. If you 
qualify, or want more information, write to Mary Alice. Be 
sure to include your date of solo. 

• 
Our article last issue on Reginald Sinclaire motivated Frank 
Lewis Roberts of Waukesha, Wis. to write to Sinclaire. 
Roberts was in the Signal Corps in 1917 and after training 
at Cornell College at Ithica, N.Y., was assigned to Selfridge 
Field. He is now 96 years of age and a retired banker. 

According to our By-Laws, any member 
whose dues for the current year are not paid 
by April 1st is considered delinquent. . 

Please make sure your dues are paid
you won't want to miss a single issue of the 
OX5 NEWS. 

If your dues are not paid, we must remove 
your name from the OX5 NEWS mailing list 
after the April issue. 

A $10.00 check, made payable to the OX5 
Aviation Pioneers and mailed to the National 
Office in Pittsburgh will put you in good stand
ing for 1985. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Spring has Sprung-
The number of new applications for 

membership are up again and I am cer
tain that there are many qualified poten
tial members waiting to be invited to 
join the OX5 group. 

We are getting inquires regarding the 
fear of a membership dues increase. Let 
me stress again, there has been nothing 

Oliver v. Phillips official and no action has been taken by 
the Board of Governors. No requests have been received for 
that issue as an agenda item. If you are concerned about 
the above or any other potential action of the National 
Board of Governors, make it known, in writing, to a Gover
nor the National President or to me. Your Governor will 
pas~ it on to the National President and Secretary. Articl.e 
VI Sections 8-9-10 of the National Bylaws clearly place decl
sia'ns on such matters in the hands of the National Board 
of Governors. The Governors' meetings will no doubt deal 
with this and other matters at the next annual board 
meetings. 

The chairmen of the three major committees have been 
appointed by President Bob Lang and they are as follows: 

Hall of Fame-Harold Hoekstra, Chairman 
National Awards-Carl South, Chairman 
Nominating Committee-Robert Helms, Chairman 
Packets with all necessary instructions and forms will 

be going to the chairmen and all Wings in April. 
The next National Reunion may seem a long way off, 

but the planning is now in gear with much to be done before 
October. This, the 30th Reunion, will be a great one and 
you should be prepared for much sightseeing and many 
happy times. We hope that those who wish to get ads in the 
Reunion Souvenir Program Book will get their material 
started soon-June 15th is the dead line. Remember any one 
person or company is welcome to participate ~nd you ca.n 
get on the booster list for $3.00 per name, busmess card IS 

$25.00, quarter page is $50.00, half page is $90.00, full page 
is $150.00 and the double page is $275.00. For other infor
mation write to Ralph 0. Majors, 5231 Stratford Avenue, 
Westminster, California 92683. Phone is (714) 892-7849. 
Please remember that the income from the advertising helps 
pay the cost of the reunion. The circulation of. th.is year's 
souvenir program will probably reach more av1at10n peo
ple than any previous program. 

Just because things go wrong is no reason you have to 
go with them. 

PLEASE NOTE . .. 
Due to the resignation of William Conrad as Gover
nor and Vice President of the OX5 Aviation Pioneers, 
Everett Welch of the Midwest Florida Wing has been 
elected to complete his term on the Board. Governor 
Max Freeman of the Carolinas Wing has been elected 
to the office of Vice President. 



CENTRAL TEXAS WING 
By Norman Orloff, Secretary 
Our winter meeting was really that! Ice and cold cut down 
attendance for the joint "Valley Reunion" with our parent 
Texas Wing. However, a fine time was had by all who dared 
the elements, and after all Brownsville was the warmest place 
in Texas. 

Separate Wing business meetings were short and sweet. 
The unscheduled time was used in visiting and talking. And 
the time was well occupied. In attendance were two National 
Presidents, past and present. Paul McCully was supported 
by a contingent from Oklahoma, and Bob Lang had back
ing from Central Texas Wing. Bob was the keynote speaker 
at the banquet, and delivered a very inspirational address. 
Our thanks to the Texas Wing for hosting this one, and that 
makes it our turn next February. 
MID WEST FLORIDA WING 
By Everett H. Welch, President 

As this is wrtten, plans are in the making for our 
Spring/Summer Luncheon, scheduled for Apri16 at the Bon 
Appetit Marina Plaza, in Dunedin. 

Nick Carter, an outstanding vocalist and musician will 
entertain during the Happy Hour. Russell St. Ar~1old, PR 
man from the Florida Aviation Historical Society is schedul
ed to address the group on the activities of his Society. 

Mid West Florida Wing will have many experiences to 
relive, just having participated in the 11th Annual EAA Sun 
n Fun Fly-In at Lakeland, the second largest show of its kind 
in the world. 
GOLDEN GATE WING 
By George Penney, President 

As scheduled, our first meeting in 1985 took place at 
Francesco's near the Oakland Airport on February 16th. We 
had an attendance of sixty-two members and guests, which 
we think may reflect an upward trend in attendance. Our 
Treasurer, Ed Peiffer, provided a very interesting program 
in the form of a motion picture entitled "ANOTHER DAY 
WITH AN AIRLINE PILOT." In 1952, Ed was a Cap
tain for TransOcean Airlines which, at that time, was under 
contract to Japan Airlines. The airplane was a Martin 202. 
In making this film, Ed thought that it might be useful as 
a training film for future flight personnel. Consequently, 
he produced a detailed documentary of the nuts and bolts 
planning that went into his trip from Tokyo to Osaka with 
several intermediate stops. Coincidentally, one of our 
members, Norm Macgowan came up to Ed after the show
ing and told him that he had flown that same plane when 
his company, Pacific Airlines, purchased it from Trans
Ocean. Our thanks to Ed Peiffer for an especially mean
ingful program in sharing with us an interesting episode in 
his flying career. 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA WING 
By Bob Mullin, President 

The Board of Governors of the Western Pennsylvania 
Wing met recently to discuss plans for the 30th Anniver
sary Celebration of the founding of the OX5 Club at 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania in 1955. 

Details are being worked out for a luncheon at Latrobe. 
More information will be available as our plans progress. 
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CAROLINAS WING 
By Max Freeman, President 

We are getting very excited about the good spring 
weather and our Spring Reunion to be held at the north
eastern city of Roanoke Rapids, N.C., Saturday and Sun
day, May 4th and 5th. 

We customarily hold forth there in odd numbered years 
and at Burlington, N.C. in the even numbered years . 

This year again the Carolinas Wing will meet at Camden 
on October 11-12-13 and then jump on a plane for the 
National Reunion in Los Angeles. 

Our dates are already set for 1986 - May 2-3-4 in Bur
lington and October 10-11-12 in Camden. 

Good news about air transportation! Piedmont Airlines 
will carry us round trip from any city served by Piedmont 
in the Carolinas and Tennessee as well as from Richmond, 
Roanoke or Norfolk and from Huntington and Charleston 
West Virginia and get this ... for only $399.00 which also 
includes a National Rental car for three days as well! 

LONG ISLAND WING 
By Edward J. Gardyan, President 

Installation of officers of the Long Island Wing was held 
on March 24, 1985 in the Hall of the Presbyterian Church 
of Sweet Hollow in Melville. After a short business 
meeting, a cold buffet was served followed by entertainment. 

The Long Island Wing Newsletter is a very informative 
and well prepared publication. It contains many stories, rare 
photographs and valuable information. The "Guess What" 
contest has proven to be one of the popular features that 
really tests one's memory. 

Plans for the Long Island Wing Picnic are now in the 
formative stages. The date has been established - Sunday, 
June 23 at 1:30 P.M.- Rain or Shine at the Presbyterian 
Church of Sweet Hollow. 

ILLINOIS WING 
By John Seigle, Vice President 

Our first luncheon meeting was presided over by our new 
President, Richard Hawker, on February 23, at Louis' 
Restaurant. 

There were only 24 members and guests in attendance, 
since many of our members journey to a warmer climate 
in the winter. 

Secretary Glen Courtwright is busy rebuilding several 
OX5 engines, while Wanda Courtwright, on the other hand 
is busy expressing her talents by hand painting and 
fabricating a beautiful large plaque of our National Emblem, 
"Illinois Wing, OX5 AVIATION PIONEERS," as well as 
making the frame and easel. There are many experienced 
hidden talents in all of our groups and on occasion they 
come forth . This plaque will be displayed at all our regular 
meetings as well as other functions. A Governors meeting 
will be held soon to further some of these points and will 
be reported to the members at the next regular meeting. 

As always the cordiality of seeing and visiting with each 
other is the high-lite of the meeting. 



MARYLAND WING 
By Bob Wallace, President 

The results of the recent election of Governors conducted 
by the Maryland Wing resulted as follows: Governors serv
ing a 3-year term are: Joseph Bergling, Joseph Burke, Jack 
King, George Levis, Bob Wallace; 2-year term: George 
Allen, Harold Armstrong, Tom McNulty, Fulton Moore, 
Joseph Radoci; !-year term: Joseph Cech, John Landis, 
Fred Hallengren, Pat Romano, Maurice Tillery. 

The Board met at Haussner's Restaurant and elected the 
following officers: President, Bob Wallace; Vice President, 
Harold Armstrong; Secretary, Jack King; Treasurer, George 
Levis. 

GLENN H. CURTISS WING 
By Darrel D. Rippeteau, President 

The annuaf Spring meeting of the Glenn H. Curtiss Wing 
will be held on Saturday, May 18 at 10:00 A.M. at the 
Museum in Hammondsport, N.Y. Program Chairman is 
National Governor James E. Allen, and in addition to in
ternal Wing business, Governor Allen will conduct a presen
taton and discussion of the question of a Glenn Curtiss Na
tional Monument which could be located on the spot where 
Glenn Curtiss launched his earliest hydro-planes. All OX5 
members in the area are invited to attend. Come for coffee 
at 9:30A.M. 

New Wing officers elected for 1985 are: Darrel D. Rip
petau, President; Richard Kurzenberger, Vice President; 
Harold E. Middlebrook, Treasurer; and Walter A. Rutski, 
Secretary. 

WASHINGTON WING 
By W. E. Slaughter, Secretary 

The March 3rd meeting was held at the Renton, 
Washington Elks Club where 125 members and guests en
joyed a delicious buffet. 

The entertainment was a film shown by Jim Dilonardo 
of Lindbergh's flying career, dating from his "Spirit of Saint 
Louis" flight to Paris. 

The election at the December meeting resulted as follows: 
Bill Blake, President; W. E. Slaughter, Secretary and 
Treasurer. Newly elected Governors were Bill Blake, Orville 
Tosch and W. E. "Red" Slaughter, Jim Dilonardo, Marian 
Galvin and Fred Zimmerly will serve through 1985; and Gil 
Cook, Elmer Hansen and Elmer Kangas through 1986. 

OREGON WING 
By Evelyn Waldren, Secretary 

Our new President, Bunny Grecco, conducted her first 
meeting, and it was a dandy, with 54 OX5ers in attendance. 
Bunny asked members to tell stories, and our talented group 
came through with some outstanding accounts of their ex
periences, some of them very funny. 

Ex-Oregonians, Ted and Margaret Barber, who now live 
in Orovada, Nevada, are faithful attenders to our Oregon 
Wing meetings, coming all the way from their Nevada home. 
Such devotion does not go unnoticed, and is greatly 
appreciated. 

Our March meeting will feature photographer-pilot 
Claude Sandell, who will present a new set of slides of an
tique airplanes, set to music. Claude's first presentation last 
year was a rousing success. 

Our newest member, Meredith W. "Red" Wood, of 
Boring, Oregon, plans to attend our next meeting, and we're 
looking forward to meeting him. 
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OKLAHOMA WING 
By Carl South, President 

Twenty-three members joined by 18 guests enjoyed a 
catered menu at the March 9 Oklahoma Wing luncheon. Our 
generous wing photographer, Edward A. Klatka, after pic
ture taking, (he does it all for free and expertly) entertained 
by telling about his earliest commercial aviation ventures, 
that of hunting Coyotes while seated in the front chair of 
a Curtiss Junior, and collecting silver dollars, big round 
ones, barnstorming an open air two-winged J4 Travel Air. 

Wishing to return something of value to aviation in 
thanksgiving for his colorful and fruitful flying career, Wing 
member John Shipman, Halliburton Oil, has given his prized 
BUcker Jungmeister to the Oklahoma Aviation and Space 
Hall of Fame and Museum. 

Unless published otherwise, the Oklahoma Wing holds 
its luncheon meetings in the Museum's Hall of Fame Room 
on the second Saturday of each quarter month: March, 
June, September and December. 
TEXAS WING 
By R. 0. Gettelman, President 

On May 3rd and 4th the Texas Wing will be having the 
spring program, visiting the History of Aviation Collection 
at the University of Texas, Dallas. 

The tour will be followed by an evening dinner at 
Western Hills Inn, Euless, Texas. 

We extend an invitation to Central Texas and Oklahoma 
Wings to attend . 

For details write R. 0. Gettelman, Route 3, Box 41, 
Mineral Wells, Texas 76067 or day phone: (817) 325-3313. 
In the evening (817) 325-0050. 
ARIZONA WING 
By Herman Zierold, Secretary 

A meeting of the Board of Governors was held Febru
ary I, 1985. Robert Helms (National Governor) gave 
an interesting talk on National affairs. Next dinner meet
ing was scheduled for February 17th and another din
ner meeting for April 28th at Deer Valley Airport 
Restaurant. At the February 17th dinner meeting, Mike 
Hunter showed a very interesting film "Flight of the Voyager 
I & 2." The meeting was well attended. For our next din
ner meeting on April 28th the program will consist of pilots 
who flew the airmail in the twenties. They will give talks 
on their experiences. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WING 
By Cole Morrow, President 

B. A. "Bernie" Geier, Manager General Aviation and 
Commercial Division of FAA (retired) was the speaker at 
our February II meeting at the Roma. 

Many of our members missed this interesting meeting 
due to the cold weather, flu, etc. Harold Hoekstra steered 
the meeting in the absence of the President. 

Our speaker for the March II th meeting was George 
Hatcher, PAA and USAF pilot, presently Hinson Aviation 
Executive who flew Orville Wright in the first Production 
C-69 (Connie) in April, 1944. 

COLORADO MILE HI WING 
By Beverly Phillips 

Our group thoroughly enjoyed our Sunday, March 31st 
Brunch at the Air Force Academy Officers' Club. The 
Spring weather encouraged a large attendance. 

A new Wing Roster is being compiled for early distribu
tion to our members. 



This rare photograph comes to us through National 
Governor Wilson L. Mills of Camden, S.C. 
(L to R) Major Alford J. Williams, Jr., Col. Charles 
S. Lindbergh and Gen . James H. Doolittle . The 
plane is a Curtiss Hawk, Pratt and Whitney Engine, 
Circa 1928-29. The photo came to Wilson at the 
old Charlotte , S.C. Airport. 

OXS Sera/) Book 

OX5ers Loretta and Jack Schnaubelt, of Elgin, 
Illinois, taken in 1933. The plane is an American 
Eagle. 

Reginald F. Sharkey, 9624 Cincinnati Pt. Trail , 
Petoskey, Ml49770, would like you to help him 
identify the people and the aircraft in this photo . 
Taken at Lambert Field , St. Louis, Mo. in 1927 
or '28, Bud Gurney (deceased) was somewhere 
in the picture. The back of a helmeted head ap
pears behind the center mechanic when studied 
under a magnifying glass- could be Gurney. 
Reg would also like to identify the object stick
ing between the outboard wing struts. Please 
write to Reg if you can help. 

REPUBLIC AMPHIBIAN " SEABEE" 
As their literature read (1934)- " Big , roomy, excellent performing plane, for personal and family 
use. 

(from the collection of Karl E. Voeller) 



MEET NEW MEMBERS 
Armstrong, Harold F. "Army" 
I Circle Drive, Hialeah, Fla. 33I43 
Soloed I935 in Trave!Air and Waco 10 at Ithaca, New York. 
Instructor was Jim Hitchcock. Sponsors: Paul Slayden and 
Jerry Wood. 

Bachhuber, Theodore J. 
Box 32, Mayville, Wise. 53058 
Soloed I929 in Pheasant at Mayville, Wise. Instructor was 
Seth Strachan. Also dual in Waco, American Eagle and 
Eaglerock. Sponsors: Steve Wittman and Charles Dewey. 

Brown, William M. 
I40 Coach Light Manor, Fort Myers, Fla. 33908 
Soloed I930, flew Curtiss Robin NC83IO, Lincoln Paige 
NC5848, Clinger #I4I49, Waco IO #NC929E, and OX5 
American Eagle. Barnstormed, flight instructor, ground 
school instructor, started Brown Flying Service, Ionia, Mich. 
Sponsor: Lee Higbee. 

Foster, Paul L. 
73I Santurce Avenue, Coral Gables, Fla. 33I43 
Ferried new OX5 Curtiss Robins from factory at St. Louis 
to Fort Worth in I929. Sponsors: Paul Slayden, Jerry Wood 
and Bob Beilman. 

Fullenwider, Robert E. 
P.O. Box I76, Waveland, Ind. 47989 
Mechanic, attended mechanics course Dallas School of A via
tion, Love Field, Dallas, Texas I932-33. Worked on OX5 
powered Curtiss Robins, Waco, American Eagles, 
Eaglerocks and Swallows. Sponsors: John Blouch, Floyd 
Henderson and R. H. Grundy. 

Jones, Irving 
3 Lakehills Road, R.D. #6, Troy, N.Y. I2I80 
Mechanic, overhaul and maintenance of OX5 Bird at 
Roosevelt Field, N.Y., I939. Sponsors: William McGrath 
and Bill Ross. 

Keasler, David A. Jack 
8607 Village Drive, San Antonio, Texas 782I7 
Soloed JN-4-D Jennie at Shreveport, La., I926. Flew 
Canuck, Standard, Curtiss Robin, Bird, TravelAir, Com
mandaire, Swallow and Jennie. Sponsor: Ed Gardyan. 

Lathrop, Lincoln "Pete" 
4923 Del Monte Road, La Canada, Calif. 910II 
Mechanic - worked on OX5's, Boeing School of 
Aeronautics, I938, at Oakland, Calif. Sponsors: John Nasal, 
Tony Levier and Miles D. Sanders. 

Long, Talmage H. "T" 
6302 Simsdale, Houston, Texas 77087 
Pilot, owner of Waco 10 NC-I400- 1931. Also flew OX5 
Robin, OX5 Bird and TravelAir 2000, American Eagle and 
Eaglerock. Sponsors: Clifford Condit and Reg. Robbins. 
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Mangina, Ben J. 
Route I, Box 830, Denison, Texas 75020 
Pilot and mechanic's helper. Overhauls on OX5 engines and 
10 hours of dual time in OX5 TravelAir. Sponsors: Odell 
Garrison, Evelyn Haynie and G. F. Ridenour. 

Manoli, Robert 
I6702 Lovell Lane, Huntington Beach, Calif. 92647 
Worked on OX5 engine during ground school training, dual 
time in TravelAir I938. Sponsors: Ralph Majors and James 
Coughran. 

Marshall, Gordon C. 
315 Jefferson Avenue, Pine River, Minn. 56474 
Soloed JN4D at Peoria, Ill. in I926. Instructor was Alex
ander Varney. Sponsors: Niels Sorensen and Kenneth 
Maxwell. 

Porter, WalterS. 
25I8 S.E. Bay Point Drive, #28, Vancouver, Wash. 98684 
Soloed Waco 10 and OX5 Robin at Great Falls, Mont., in 
I929. Instructor was Herb Holloway. Pilot, owner, also flew 
American Eagle and Commandaire. Sponsors: Lowell 
Moore and Wendell Haley. 

Schmid, Sylvester H. "Wes" 
2359 Lefeber Avenue, Wauwatosa, Wise. 53213 
Employed at Winnebago County Airport, Steve Wittman, 
Manager, I940, as apprentice mechanic on OX5 engines. 
Sponsors: Clyde Ebert and Karl Schaarschmidt. 

Sharp, Sam 
113 Madison Street, West Monroe, La. 7I29I 
l937-I940 flew Eaglerock, Waco and TravelAir. Sponsors: 
T. E. Frantz, Jr., and William Brightwell. 

Speer, G. W. "Woody" 
6298 West Kenyon Avenue, Denver, Colo. 80235 
Soloed OX5 TravelAir in I934 at Wichita, Kansas. Instruc
tor was George Harte. Also flew OX5 Swallow. Sponsors: 
Oliver Phillips and Beverly Phillips. 

Towle, Ben 
Route I, Box 486-D, Azle, Texas 76020 
Flew TravelAir, Waco 9 and Waco 10 I93l-33. Sponsors: 
Doug Harris and Bob Gettelman. 



President Robert F. Lang 
Appoints Committee Chairmen for 1985 
ROBERT A. HELMS, Chairman 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 

Robert A. Helms, 5402 N. 25th Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 85016, 
will head up the Nominations Committee. 

The terms of five members of the National Board will expire 
at the end of this term. They are Robert F. Lang, Oliver V. Phillips, 
Harold D. Hoekstra, Mary Alice Beatty and James W. Allen. 

As any member on the National Board can be elected to 
become the National President after a year's service on the Board, 
it is suggested that you exercise the best possible judgment in your 
selections of candidates. 

Plesae send your nominations to Bob at the above address. 
All material must be prepared in triplicate, and must state your 
reasons for the nomination. A standard nominating form was sup
plied to the Wings . 

HAROLD D. HOEKSTRA, Chairman 
HALL OF FAME 
SCREENING COMMITTEE 

Harold D. Hoekstra, 253 N. Columbus Street, Arlington, Va. 
22203, has been named to serve as non-voting Chairman of this 
important committee assignment. 

Six members, each highly experienced and knowledgeable, and 
in widely separated geographical areas comprise the Hall of Fame 
Screening Committee. For obvious reasons, however, the names 
of other than the Chairman are not released. 

The decision of the Screening Committee will be final. 
Nominees, to be eligible for possible enshrinement in the OX5 

Hall of Fame must have, by the excellence of their nationally 
and/or internationally recognized achievements, contributed 
materially to the development of aviation, via their own personal 
contributions, and by their own efforts have excelled in the pro
motion of public acceptance in the use and safety of air 
transportation. 

The total number of permissible nominations is determined 
by the following formula: Chartered Wings with one hundred (100) 
or less currently paid-up members, may nominate one (1) person 
for the Hall of Fame. Wings with more than one hundred (100) 
currently paid-up members, may nominate one (1) additional per
son for each additional one hundred (100) currently paid-up 
members or fraction thereof. In states where no organized Wing 
exists, one (1) person may be nominated when special authority 
is granted for this purpose. Nominees need not necessarily reside 
in the area or be a member of the nominating Wing. 
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CARL A. SOUTH, Chairman 
AWARDS COMMITTEE 

Carl A. South, 2612 N.W. 66th, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73116, 
will serve as Chairman of the A wards Committee. 

This is one of the very important committee assignments, its 
purpose being to receive and carefully screen the qualifications of 
all nominees for the annual OX5 National Awards . Nominations 
must be submitted through the Wings on a standard form pro
vided for that purpose. 

Material to support nominees for these awards must be 
prepared in-quintuplicate and sent to the Committee Chairman. 

National Awards include the following: 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 
This award may be presented to a current or deceased member of 
the OX5 Aviation Pioneers in recognition of his or her leadership, 
devoted service and unselfish efforts in behalf of the organization, 
or for significant contributions to its progress and welfare while 
serving as a National Governor or a National Officer. 

PIONEER WOMAN'S AWARD 
This award may be awarded to a current or deceased member on 
the basis of her nationally recognized reputation as a pioneer in 
aviation, or for her personal contributions to the cause of general 
aviation, the operation, welfare and effectiveness of the OX5 
Aviation Pioneers. 

MR. OX5 AWARD 
May be awarded to a current or deceased member in recognition 
of his national reputation as a pioneer in aviation, prior to 
December 31, 1940, and his outstanding contributions to the cause 
of general aviation. 

LEGION OF MERIT AWARD 
May be awarded to a current or deceased member who has con
tinuously participated in aviation over a period of forty (40) years, 
while demonstrating unusual technicarand safe flying ability, and 
the use of aircraft for the betterment of mankind. 

BRONZE STAR AWARD 
This award may be presented to a member, who, using an OX5 
powered aircraft, distinguished himself by a successful "FIRST" 
which contributed to our progress in aviation. 

OUTSTANDING WING PRESIDENT AWARD 
This award is intended for the Wing President whose Wing made 
the greatest amount of notable progress during the past year. 
Recommendations for this award will originate only from the 
National Secretary's Office where familiarity with such activities 
and operations is most evident and best understood. 

CLIFFORD BALL MEMORIAL AWARD 
This award will be presented to the Editor of the Most Outstand
ing Newsletter published by any Wing. The decision for winner 
of this award rests with the National Secretary's Office in which 
each month, copies of the various Wing Newsletters are received. 



FOLDED WINGS 
WILBUR E. ALMQUIST 
5517 Apache, Great Bend, Kansas 
ANTHONY G. BARONE 
Wurtsboro Airport, Wurtsboro, N.Y. 
SIMON L. BOWMAN 
1015 Franklin Street, Johnstown, Pa. 
CARL L. BOYSON 
117 NE 95th Street, Miami Shores, Fla. 
PHILIP CARLSON 
Rt. #2, Box 233, Mora, Minn. 
ANDREW C. CHAPIN 
1048 Teneighth Way, Sacramento, Calif. 
GEORGE A. CLARK 
170 Pier Street, Fairhope, Ala. 
JOHN R. FRENCH 
1967 Coronada Drive, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
W. MORRIS HAMPSON 
20255 Kings Highway, Homestead, Fla. 
R. E. HARDING, JR. 
P.O. Box 1075, Firstron Building, Mineral Wells, Texas 
W. HAROLD HOENISCH 
720 Fountain Street, Albert Lea, Minn. 
MARION D. HOLMAN 
124 Carolyn Drive, Lakeland, Fla. 
JACK MANTERNACH, JR. 
336 Wainwood Drive, SE, Warren, Ohio 
KEN NELAND 
537 N. Beach Street, Ormond Beach, Fla. 
PETER R. RUNNING 
15 Ward Road, North Tonawanda, N.Y. 
BEN C. SCOTT, JR. 
1305 Sunny Lane, Ardmore, Okla. 
JAMES G. TOWN 
1142 San Pablo Drive, Lake San Marcos, Calif. 
ELIZABETH (BETSY) WEEKS 
4900 E. Valley Road, Ft. Smith, Ark. 

P. H. SPENCER 
SEVEN DECADES OF FL VING 

(Continued from page 1) 
In good health, Spencer passed a physical examination 

recently, so he expects to renew his pilot's license for two 
more years. Anderson is a retired Colonel of the U.S. Air 
Force, no longer holds a pilot's license, but always accom
panies Spencer on hops about the country. They continue 
to manufacture the Spencer Amphibian Air Cars (S-12 C 
D E) Home Built Kits at 11019 A. Glenoaks Blvd., Pacoima, 
Calif. 91331. 

During the very early pioneering and experimental years 
of aviation, P. H. Spencer participated in and contributed 
to nearly every phase of aviation. The development of air
craft and air travel as we know it today, must be attributed 
to the tireless, enthusiastic, courageous and persistant 
dedication of men like P. H. Spencer who deserve and 
earned our admiration and respect. His contributions have 
been recognized by his induction into the OX5 Aviation Hall 
of Fame in 1982. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
It is with a heavy heart that we report the death of our good 
friend and long time member CHRIS LAMPLE on January 
17, 1985. Chris was very active in OX5 affairs and frequently 
attended the National Reunions. A barnstorming pilot and 
parachutist in the early 20's he flew with the Maryland 
National Guard. He earned a degree in engineering at New 
York University. He joined the Airways Division of the 
Lighthouse Service in the Commerce Department, which was 
created to survey, design, equip and maintain airfields. The 
work of the division was taken over by the Civil Aeronautics 
Administration when it was formed in 1938. Just before 
World War II he was assigned to Alaska, and in 1952 was 
made regional administrator of the CAA with headquarters 
in Seattle. In 1955 he returned to Washington as director 
for air navigation facilities and in 1958 was later named 
director of the bureau of facilities and materials in the FAA. 
He was also a technical delegate to the International Civil 
Aviation Organization, retiring in 1963. For the next 10 years 
he worked for the Wilberding Co., an engineering firm from 
which he retired as a Vice President. A member of many 
aviation organizations, he was inducted into the OX5 Avia
tion Hall of Fame in 1976. We will all miss Chris, and ex
tend our deepest sympathy to his widow, Bobbie. 

• 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of MELVIN 
W. JACOBSON, of a massive heart seizure on Thursday, 
February 14, 1985. Mel will be remembered fondly as hav
ing been instrumental in obtaining the charter for the 
Midwest Florida Wing and serving as its first President. His 
quiet, capable and confident manner endeared him to all. 

• 
JOHN J. RENTZ, Col. USAF (Ret.) passed away on 
January 17, 1985 at the age of 87. One of the earliest 
employees of American Airlines, (#00009) he received their 
highest award-The Award of Merit-in 1949. He served 
in the Aviation Section of the Signal Corps in France in 
World War I and in the C B I theatre in World War II under 
General Chennault. In 1920 he helped organize the 
Aeroguard Squadron of the Minneapolis National Guard, 
was operations manager at St. Louis with Robertson 
Airlines, operations manager in Chicago in 1931. We bid 
him a fond farewell on his last flight. 

• 
Word has reached us of the death of JAMES E. GAINER, 
a veteran airline official and long time leader in the San 
Diego Aerospace Museum. A member of the Museum's 
Board of Directors, he was elected their president in 1973. 
Born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, Jim was educated at the 
University of Pittsburgh and entered the airline business in 
1936. His first job was with Central Airlines, a forerunner 
of United. He later signed on with American. He quickly 
worked his way up through the ranks and held key leader
ship positions in establishing and upgrading the airline 
operation at 18 airports in the nation. He will be sorely 
missed by all who knew and loved him. 

• 
JOSEPH "SKEETER" GRAVES, age 80, of 514 N. Dixie 
Avenue, Titusville, Fla. passed away in Dec. 1984. He was 
active in aviation since he soloed in 1924 at Stutgart, Ark. 
He owned several Jennys and was employed by Finkley Bros. 
Aviation. He came to Titusville in 1947 from Griffin, Ga. 
He had his own overhaul shop in Titusville next to Dunn 
Airport. We wish him C.A.V.U. on his journey West. 



WING STRUTS (continued) 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WING 
By John F. Clark, Publicity Chairman 

Returning February 17, 1985 to the beautiful Odyssey 
Restaurant overlooking San Fernando Valley, 100 SoCal 
Wing members and guests enjoyed a delicious luncheon and 
some unusual entertainment. Guests included our three Hall 
of Famers - Eldon Cessna, Tony Levier and Tony Bitetti; 
and Jim Allen of the Glenn Curtiss Wing, 1984 National 
Reunion Chairman. 

Tony Levier reported on his "Crusade To Save a Pilot's 
Life" program, organized flight training in which licensed 
pilots of all levels and ratings will be drilled by Tony and 
famed aerobatic pilot Sammy Mason in methods of recovery 
from spins and other unusual and threatening flight attitudes 
and regimes. The program will be offered by a new non
profit company, "Safe, Inc." (Safe Action in Flight 
Emergency) which has already received donations for more 
than 70 such lessons, and will welcome more. 

President Ralph Majors brought us up-to-date on plans 
for hosting the 30th OX5 Reunion in October. Rates for 
advertising in the Reunion Souvenir Book have been 
established. Tours for OX5ers and guests will include the 
Universal Studios Tour, the Douglas Aircraft Long Beach 
plant where DC-9s and DC-I Os USAF tankers are built, and 
a combined tour of the Queen Mary (with lunch aboard) 
and the Spruce Goose, the giant Hughes' flying boat. 

Entertainment consisted of visitors from the barber-shop 
quartet world of the "Sweet Adelines" - four lovely ladies 
billed as "Caprice." 

MICHIGAN WING 
By Herbert W. Straley, Sr., President 

A Michigan Wing get-together was held on March 23 
at Jackson, Michigan. 

A meeting of the governors and officers was the first item 
on the agenda at Bill's Coffee Manor, followed by a 
membership luncheon. We then toured the Michigan Space 
Center and enjoyed an interesting movie and presentations 
in the Astrotheater there. 

This was our first meeting of the year and members were 
asked to present ideas and suggestions for future meetings. 

PENNSYLVANIA WING 
By Kathryn Hackenburg, Secretary 

The Pennsylvania Wing will hold its annual Spring 
meeting on Saturday, May 4, 1985 at the beautiful Dutch 
Colony Motor Inn, Reading, Pa. We will be the guests of 
the Breithaupts, owners of the restaurant, at 4635 Perkiomen 
Avenue, Route 422 East. This is an antique airplane 
restaurant full of aviation memorabilia all our members will 
enjoy seeing. A meeting of the governors, officers and all 
members will be held at II :00 A.M. The luncheon will be 
a Dutch treat affair. Any OX5er visiting in the area is cor
dially invited to join us. 

ALASKA WING 
By Bud Seltenreich, President 

Our winter meeting was held at the Elks Club in An
chorage on December 28. It was a luncheon meeting with 
Mr. Cooper, Manager of the Alaska Transportation 
Museum as our guest speaker. He presented slides of their 
latest aviation exhibits. 
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ORANGE/SAN DIEGO WING 
By Leo Dorney, President 

The first quarterly meeting of the Orange/San Diego 
Wing was held at the El Camino Country Club in Ocean
side, California on March 3rd with 124 members and guests 
attending. Among those present were guests from as far 
away as England, our own Shelby Hagberg, Vice President 
of the Iowa Wing, plus visitors from the Southern Califor
nia Wing. 

Following a fine brunch prepared under the direction of 
Ted Vallas, an ex-F-4 pilot and Manager of the Club, an 
excellent program covering the experiences of the famous 
Eagle Squadron, was presented by Col. Edwin D. "Jessie" 
Taylor, USAF Ret., with the assistance of John I. "Jack" 
Brown, Maj. USAF Ret., and SteveN. Pisanos, Col. USAF 
Ret. Our own John A. "Red" Campbell offered a few com
ments. All the latter were active members of the renowned 
Eagle Squadron. Col. Taylor also presented a plan design
ed to secure a Spitfire for the San Diego Aerospace Museum. 
More on this later. 

Congratulations to the Orange/San Diego Wing on the 
Roster of Wing Members printed recently. It is a beautiful 
job - well done. 

NATIONAL MONUMENT PLANNED 
The Glenn Curtiss Wing of Hammondsport, N.Y., has 
appointed a committee to proceed with the design and 
construction of a national monument to honor Glenn H. 
Curtiss, the monument to be located at Hammondsport. 
James W. Allen, National Governor and Chairman of the 
National Monument Committee, has announced that the site 
has been chosen and secured for the monument. It will be 
located on the South end of Keuka Lake, at the exact spot 
where Curtiss launched his hydro-airplane. This spot has 
remained exactly as it was when Curtiss conducted his ex
periment. It is visible from the two main highways entering 
Hammondsport. If you have any ideas on the type and 
design of this memorial, please contact James W. Allen, 
Route l, Alpine, N.Y. 14805. 

The following poem was written in honor of OX5er 
William Miller, a member of the Long Island Wing, by his 
12 year old niece, Jenny Lynne Snyder. 

UNCLE WILLIE 
Willie Miller is his name 
A TWA pilot is his claim to fame. 
I hear tell he was the best 
And did his job with skill and zest. 
The world he traveled from near to far, 
How satisfied his passengers were. 
His love of flying has lasted through 
All years of changes and progress too. 
As time goes by, his job does change, 
From flying into selling planes, 
To those who are the new tycoons 
Of today's business and financial boom. 
"Uncle Willie", as I know him best 
Is heads and tails above the rest. 
He talks real tough and you think he's strict, 
But his twinkling eyes give him away so quick. 
This man is special and it's plain to see, 
How much he means to my family and me. 



OX5 NEWS 
207 Dormont Village 

2961 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

OX5 ACCESSORIES 
incorporating the Emblem of the Aviation Pioneer 

PINETTE (Can be used as Tie Tack or on Lapel) .... 6.00 each 
TIE BARS (Gold Electroplated) .... ..... . ..... 7.00 each 

SOMETHING NEW 
OX5 BELT BUCKLE 

SILVER BUCKLE 
with OXS emblem inset 

$12.50 
(includes postage and handling) 

POCKET or 
SHOULDER 
PATCHES 
Blue background-
red lettering, symbols of 
the Aviation Pioneer 
outlined in brown 

$4.00 each 
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Forward orders with checks to: 
OXS AVIATION PIONEERS 
207 Dormont Village, 2961 West Liberty Ave. 
Pittsburgh PA 15216 

Please issue separate check for dues payments 
and merchandise orders 

Second Class Postage Paid 
at Pittsburgh, Pa. 

?/ . inner- 9913 
Rte . /18 , Box 451 
Ft . ~or-th , Texas 76108 

DECALS 
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This is what the new decals 
look like. In four colors: red, 
white, blue and brown. Real 
swanky! 
NOW IN THREE SIZES 
4" Dia ... ....... ..... $1 .50 each 
6" Dia ... ...... ... ... $2.00 each 

12" Dia .... ..... ...... $3.00 each 

FOR THE LADIES 

A PENDANT 
BLACK and GOLD 

on a chain 

$6.00 

OX5 Emblem in Red, 
White and Blue 
Enameled Inlay 
(Black Cord) 

only $6.00 each 


