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JAMES EVERT CHELF 
Pioneer Aircraftsman 

James Evert Chelf greeted dawn's early light at Smith 
Center, Kansas, some two months before the first birthday 
of the present century. Like many youth of his time, Jim 
first experienced the thrill of speed riding a motorcycle. His 
early ambition was to become a railroader. 

Following removal of the family to 
Denver, Jim apprenticed as a welder and 
metal worker at the Colorado-Wyoming 
Railroad Company. Within three years he 
advanced to journeyman. Beyond the round
house, Jim served as Switchman and as 
Brakeman. During his railroad career he 
worked for the Union Pacific, the Burl
ington and the Colorado-Wyoming railway 
companies. It was while serving as brakeman 
on the Union Pacific, snaking through the 
mountainous canyons of Colorado and 
Wyoming, that Jim first became attracted to 
the airplane. 

From his post in the engine cab Jim 
observed early day mail planes crossing the 
mountains. "Sometimes they couldn't make 
it," he said. "Unable to top the summit 
some of the planes would be forced to turn 
back." Jt was a neighbor-lady's conversation 
with Jim's wife that inspired him to get into 
aviation. 

One day while listening to a neighbor
lady tell his wife about her son, AI, being hired to build an 
airplane, Jim decided he would like to get into aviation. 
Young AI Mooney, a University of Colorado engineering 
graduate, had been locally employed to build an airplane. 
Following interview, Jim was hired to do the metal work, 
welding and metal fabrication. 

The Airplane Company was a partnership composed of 
the brothers J. Don and D. M. Alexander. J. Don was a 
motion picture producer. Periodically, the factory employees 
were congregated to critique newly-produced motion pic
tures before release. Following Mooney's successful redesign 
of the original airplane, that wouldn't fly, the Curtiss 

OX5-powered Alexander Eaglerock became a highly suc
cessful production airplane. Jim said that he did the welding 
on the fuel tank of the original airplane. 

Jim does not recall production figures. He said he was 
kept busy just holding up his end of the work. Given author

ity to tool-up, hire and procure, Jim said he 
had a force of a dozen, maybe a few more, 
working in the metal shop. As production 
expanded Jim found it necessary to devote 
more and more time to the training and 
supervision of employees. All metal work 
such as cowling, firewall, seats, floorboards, 
tanks, etc., was charged to his production 
area. It was while he was thus employed that 
Jim obtained his DOT (Department of Com
merce) Airplane and Engine Mechanic 
License. 

"Yes, I learned to fly, but I never got a 
pilot license. The inspector was too busy the 
day I was supposed to take the test. He ex
amined me that evening for my mechanics 
license, though." Jim said. 

Jim took flying lessons from five or six 
different pilots who drifted by to work for 
the company from time to time. He made 
one trip with Bennie Howard (Ben 0) to 
deliver an airplane to New Orleans. 

Jim's Mechanic Certificate, No. 2320, 
dated April I, 1928, bears the facsimile of Clarence 
M. Young, Director, Bureau of Air Commerce. It is yet con
tained in the original composition holder issued by the 
Bureau. At that time, permanent airman certificates were 

·issued by the Washington Office. 
Before the factory was relocated in Colorado Springs, 

every Curtiss OX5-powered Alexander Eaglerock Airplane 
·bore the Aircraftsman Signature of James Evert Chelf, 
whom we here salute. 

By Carl South 
Oklahoma Wing Board 
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EMBRY-RIDDLE 
OFFERS REWARD FOR 

"LOST" ALUMNI 
Did you attend Riddle-McKay Aero College, Riddle 
Aeronautical Institute, Embry-Riddle Flying School, School 
of Aviation, International School of Aviation, Aeronautical 
Institute, or Aeronautical University, or do you know of 
someone who did? If so, the Embry-Riddle Alumni Rela
tions Office would like to hear from you. 

The University has launched a special effort to locate its 
"lost" alumni, and so far 13,000 of the 50,000 students 
Embry-Riddle has graduated since 1926 have been located. 

A $100.00 reward is being offered to the person or group 
that refers the largest number of names and current ad
dresses of "lost" alumni by March 15, 1987. Contact the 
Alumni Relations Office, Star Route Box 540, Bunnell, 
Florida 32010. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

As a kid, you probably read the 
Aesop fable that told about an 

argument between the sun and the wind 
as to which was stronger. The wind said, 
"I'll prove I'm stronger. Do you see that 
old man down there? I'll bet I can make 
him take his coat off quicker than you 
can." So the sun went behind a cloud, 
and the wind blew until it was almost a 
tornado. But the harder it blew, the 
tighter the old man wrapped his coat J. Max 
around him. Finally, the wind gave up, Freeman, Jr. 

and the sun came from behind the cloud and smiled kindly 
upon the old man. Presently, he mopped his brow and pulled 
off his coat. The sun told the wind that gentleness, warmth 
and friendliness are always stronger than force and fury. 

Aesop, who gets credit for the fable just recited, was sup
posed to have lived from about 620 to 560 B.C. He was said 
to have been ugly and deformed and born into slavery. But 
he knew more about how to get along with people, and how 
to get them to do what he wanted them to do, than most 
people know today, more than 20 centuries later. Now, if 
you have trouble getting along with anyone in your family, 
at work, your neighbors, remember that old Aesop fable 
about the sun and the wind. The more force you apply, the 
more you insist on getting your way or winning an argu
ment, the less chance you have of winning. You may force 
someone to do what you tell them to do, but you have 
planted a seed of rebellion, and because of this, you have 
really failed in your human relations. Try kindness, warmth 
and gentleness; be willing to compromise and see the other 
person's point of view. 

Now, we are planning and preparing to put on a great 
reunion at the Sheraton Hotel in Charleston, South 
Carolina, come October 14-18, and we are trying to give it 
something that will please everyone. By that we mean to have 
activities and non-activities. Do you see that? Some people 
don't want to run about all the time; so, we are trying to 
come up with alternative non-group activities this time 
around. Follow our blurps in each isuue of the OX5 NEWS. 
We are telling you what you can do in America's pioneer 
southern city. More next time. 

THANK YOU ... 
We are tremendously grateful to the many, many 

members who add a "little extra" to their checks when 
remitting 1987 dues. It would be impossible to list all 
the names in the limited space available. So, again, 
we say "Thank You!" 

oxs 
32nd 

AVIATION 
ANNUAL 

PIONEERS 
REUNION 

Charleston, South Carolina • • 
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• BRIEFS • 
Congratulations to Samuel Frankman, Route 9, Box 485, 
Fairmont, W.Va. 26554, recipient of a Certificate of Com
mendation issued by the AOPA Air Safety Foundation, 
naming him 1986 Flight Instructor of the Year in the FAA's 
Eastern Region. Sam received this honor recently for his 
"outstanding contributions to general aviation safety." He 
serves as Accident Prevention Counselor, as well as flight 
instructor and examiner, in the Morgantown, Clarksburg, 
Fairmont area of West Virginia. 

• 
Pilot of Fortune is a new book written by OX5er Frank H. 
Jerdone, who, in 1927, was one of the first inspectors for 
the Department of Commerce (now F .A.A.). In 1929 Frank 
established the Rio-Buenos Aires Airline, and in 1935 he 
established the first airline to Nicaragua. As the second pilot 
hired by Eastern Air Transport, he participated in develop
ing Eastern's Miami-Atlanta route, and flew the first flight 
in 1931. Holder of the lowest numbered license of any liv
ing pilot, #5, he served as Technical Director for Metro
Goldwyn-Mayer's film "Night Flight" in 1933. Frank 
devoted his life to flying and this book tells of his many in
teresting experiences and the many people he was associated 
with. A copy can be obtained by contacting Frank at 935 
N. Halifax, Daytona Beach, Fla. 32018. Cost $13.95. 

• 
Osborne Publisher, Inc., announces the release of two 
biographies in May, 1987. Amelia, My Courageous Sister 
tells of Amelia Earhart's heritage, childhood years, and 
adult life. Written by her sister, Muriel Earhart Morrissey 
and Carol Osborne, it provides insight into the early years 
of Amelia, and the later years when she was continually in 
the public's eye. Just Plane Crazy, the Biography of Bobbi 
Trout, written by Dona Veca and Skip Mazzio, captures her 
aviation and personal history detailing childhood, aviation 
career and later achievements. In 1929 she set six different 
world records, participated in the first Powder Puff Der
by, and set the first of two in-flight refueling endurance 
records. Both limited autographed editions are filled with 
photographs, newspaper clippings and documents to record 
the true histories of these two compelling aviatrix. Alone 
each copy is $27.50- or a set of two for $49.50. Write 
Osborne Publisher, Inc., 2464 El Camino Real, #99, Santa 
Clara, Calif. 95051. 

• 
The 26th Annual P-47 Thunderbolt Pilots Association Re
union will be held on May 8, 9 and 10, 1987, Command 
Headquarters, The Bahia Resort Hotel, 998 W. Mission Bay 
Drive, San Diego, Calif. 92109. For information contact 
Pop Heying, Chairman, 2888-116 Iris Avenue, San Diego, 
Calif. 92145 (619 424-6126). 

• 
A reunion of the 305th Bomb Group, ·8th A.F., Chelveston, 
England, WWII, will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, 
September9-12, 1987. Contact Abe Millar, P.O. Box 757, 
Sanger, Texas 76266 (817 458-3516) for information. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 

T he coat and .cap days are back -
yes, the snow removal time has also 

arrived for most of the northerners. It 
can be nice to sit before the fire to carry 
out the duties of sorting and writing. 

We hope that many of you had the 
opportunity to see the very nice presen
tation covering some of the early ac
tivities of our own venerable Jessie 
Woods- on the NBC "Today Show'.' 

A great big THANKS to the OllverV. 
Washington Wing and Elmer Hansen Phillips 
for the generous distribution of their reunion surplus to OX5 
and to a well chosen museum. 

Early returns on the cash flow reports indicate a return 
to non-deficit operation of the organization. Confusion at 
the OX5 History Book publisher has diminished to only a 
few. Flora has been able to distribute most books to the peo
ple who ordered and who then changed addresses. We are 
receiving letters of gratitude and thanks to the staff for 
managing the book project. Remember, there are books still 
available - just contact the National Office. Please pay 
your dues if you have not already done so - we thank you. 

Now comes the time to put the important committees in 
place and begin the work of selecting candidates for National 
Governors, OX5 Hall of Fame, and with a hope that we 
will have lots of candidates for all the National Awards. 
It is time for the Wing Officers to begin building their lists. 

REMEMBER: The income we used to dream of is the one 
we can't live on today. 

Note ... 
We are looking for interesting and usable pictures 

for our Scrap Book Section of the NEWS. We are in
terested in airplanes and people - anything that has 
an OX5 engine, even old airplane advertisements, 
airplane rebuilding projects, unusual or little known 
airplanes, or just good pies. Please identify all aircraft 
and persons, dates and any other pertinent data. We 
cannot guarantee publication of all photos received, 
but we will, however, select the best and most in
teresting. Send your material to the National Office. 

Did You Know ••• 
That the world's largest Naval and Maritime Museum 
is in Charleston? 

When you come to the 32nd Annual Reunion in 
Charleston on October 14th through 17th you -will want to 
take a trip to '!Patriot's Point" and visit .the aircraft car
rier Yorktow.n, the nuclear ship Savannah, the destroyer 
Laffey, the submarine Clamagore and the Coast Guard Cut
ter Commanche. 

Details for the Reunion will be in a later issue of the 
OX5 News- WATCH FOR IT! 



~(WING STRUTS )l>< 
MIDWEST FLORIDA WING 
Everett H. Welch, President 
At a Board of Governors Meeting held prior to our 
Fall I Winter Luncheon at the Lone Palm Country Club, 
Lakeland, Florida, the following officers were elected to 
serve the Wing in 1988: Everett Welch, President; Marvin 
Hem bel, Vice President; and William J. Redecker, Sec
retary-Treasurer. 

The highlight of our Springtime activities is the weekend 
we spend at Sun 'n Fun at Lakeland (March 15 thru 22). 
This one promises to be bigger and better than ever before, 
and those of you who attended in the past know you can 
look forward to outstanding entertainment, aircraft of all 
kinds and displays of merchandise and memorabilia that will 
boggle your mind. 

The Hospitality Center will be supervised by the Marvin 
Hembels with the assistance of the three Florida Wings and 
others offering their help. 

Friday, March 20 will be "Pioneer Day" and once again 
we will be the guests of Sun 'n Fun for that day. (Please 
pay at the gate - then get your refund at the OX5 Win
dow at the gate.) 

At 5:30P.M. on Friday, the 20th, we will enjoy a Roast 
Beef Dinner with all the "fixings" at the Airport Terminal 
Building Cafe. We have been fortunate to obtain the serv
ices of Mrs. Fay Halloway who operates the Cafe. There 
will be a cash bar. We will be inside, comfortably seated, 
no weather problems, and clean, inside restrooms. The food 
is really good and we want you to plan on staying. Tickets 
will be on sale all week at the OX5 Hospitality Building, 
Q. B.'s and Sun 'n Fun Headquarters. Can you believe we 
are getting all this for $6.50 per person including tax and 
gratuity! 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA WING 
By Ed Hanlon, President 
Ed Garvey, a veteran hiker who has hiked the Appalachian 
Trail and trails in Europe, gave a very interesting talk, with 
slides, at our January 12 meeting at the Roma, on hiking 
the Mission Trail in California. 

In the period 1769 to 1821 Spanish Jesuits, led mainly 
by Father Junipero Serra, established 21 missions extending 
from San Diego to the San Francisco area. Garvey hiked 
about 400 miles from the mission at San Diego north 
through some ten missions, including San Juan Capistrano, 
Santa Barbara, Santa Ines to San Luis Obispo, staying over
night at each one. Far from the primitive conditions when 
the trail and missions were established, the trail now leads 
mostly along main highways with traffic hazards and 
pavement-pounding fatigue. The account of travel at 3 to 
4 mph was an interesting change from our usual subjects 
ranging from 70 mph Jennys to orbital speeds. 

Editor's Note: Seems as though the names of two 
Irishmen - George Cronin and Ed Hanlon -were 
confused in the District of Columbia Wing Strut 
(December OX5 News). It was George Cronin who 
gave the interesting talk on World War I experiences 
. . . and, of course, Ed Hanlon is the Wing 
President. 
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ARIZONA WING 
By Herman A. Zlerold, Secretary 
Our dinner meetings were held on October 26th and 
December 7, 1986 at the Deer Valley Airport Restaurant. 
At the October 26th meeting Lt. Col. Sherer and Sgt. Booker 
gave an interesting talk and slide presentation of the Air 
Force refueling operations. A question and answer period 
followed. 

At our December 7th Christmas Party the ladies were 
presented with corsages. A prime rib dinner was served. Our 
OX5er, Mike Hunter, who is a member of the Planatary 
Society, gave a slide presentation of Viking 1 and 2 at Mars. 
This slide program was made up by the Planatary Society 
from the actual pictures taken. The pictures are very unusual 
and informative. Both dinner meetings were well attended. 

Board of Governor meetings were held on October 3rd 
and November 21, 1986 at the Deer Valley Airport. 

CENTRAL TEXAS WING 
By Norman Orloff, Secretary 
On December 6, 1986 a meeting was held at the home of 
Harry and Del Cheatle in San Antonio. During a short 
business meeting, the election of Harry Buerschinger, James 
Fidler and Robert Lang as Wing Governors was announc
ed. The "new" Board of Governors promptly elected 
Richard Downing as President; Harry Kentner as Vice Presi
dent; and Norman Orloff as Secretary-Treasurer for 1987. 

The upcoming meeting in the Valley was discussed and 
reports were heard from several who attended the National 
Reunion at Seattle. All were enthusiastic about the program 
and look forward to returning to Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 1987. 

Our gracious hosts outdid themselves, the committee did 
a great job on the food, and the members and guests had 
a fine time. 

LONG ISLAND WING 
By Lawrence W. Mlcalizzi, Sr., President 
Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner on November 23, 1986 was 
held in the hall of the Presbyterian Church of Sweet Hollow, 
Melville, L.l., and we had another pleasant gathering of 
members and guests. 

The dinner was catered by a local delicatessen and in
cluded sliced turkey breast, stuffing, etc. The ladies supplied 
the cranberry sauce, desserts, cake and coffee. 

No business meetings or speakers were scheduled ... this 
was purely social. We had a raffle, table sale and an auc
tion of donated items. There were 86 in attendance. One 
of our guests was Roy Wiedersum, World War I pilot and 
active aviator from 1918 to 1925, when he had an airplane 
accident at Mitchel Field, L.l., New York. Roy will be 91 
years young this February and is in the process of joining 
our Long Island Wing. We are honored to have this special 
person as part of OX5. 



FLORIDA WING 
By Howard Jameson, Secretary 
Down here in "Sun and Fun" land it is hard when you at
tend any segmental meeting of the flying brotherhood to 
tell which is which. Anyway, Bob Beilman at another 
meeting said that he had been in touch with Everett Welch, 
National Governor, and a honcho in the Midwest Florida 
Wing, who was urging one and all to visit the Sun 'n Fun 
Fly-In at Lakeland on March 19th. Maybe even your hum
ble reporter will make it this year. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WING 
By John F. Clark, Newsletter Editor 
Flight Safety (getting down in one piece) was the pervasive 
theme of our Wing's Luncheon on January 11. From our 
hilltop perch at the Odyssey Restaurant in Granada Hills, 
we had a rare 20-mile view of the length of the San Fernando 
Valley in "Wow" weather that reached 80 degrees at the 
Civic Center. One hundred-four members and guests en
joyed good food, camaraderie and a program featuring one 
of our own Wing members who is known worldwide for his 
achievements in the field of aerospace safety, Jerome 
"Jerry" Lederer. 

Jerry has served as President of the Aviation Safety 
Council of the U.S., was long-time head of the Flight Safe
ty Foundation, and for years was the Principal Safety Of
ficer for NASA. He is enshrined in the OX5 Aviation Haii 
of Fame. His address, titled "Perspectives of Aerospace 
Safety," covered the long history and the latest achievements 
in the field, including the revelation that, while current 
studies and analysis of Flight Recorder data show great 
promise in correcting pilot technique problems, the first 
flight recorder was carried by the Wright Brothers on their 
epochal December 17, 1903 flight at Kitty Hawk. Safety 
devices and spin-offs from the U.S. space programs also in
clude the "Cat Scan" X-Ray, the heart pacemaker, and fiber 
optics. Because of a problem with his vocal cords, Jerry 
enlisted the aid of his wife, Sarah, herself a pilot from the 
40's, to deliver the core of the talk, which she did with great 
effect to a rapt audience. Many questions followed, which 
Jerry answered himself. 

Our Tony LeVier selected five members from the au
dience to receive "Matching Grant" Certificates from his 
non-profit flight safety S.A.F.E. program, which is designed 
to remedy the deficiencies in pilot technique in cases of 
recovery from unusual aircraft attitudes and spin 
emergencies. 

Our program closed with the announcement of our next 
Luncheon Meeting, March 8, 1987, along with the tentative 
scheduling of our annual Airport Luncheon at Cable Air
port on May 10. 

WASHINGTON WING 
By Robert R. Dickson, Historian 
Ninety-four members and guests of the Washington Wing 
of the OX5 Aviation Pioneers met for lunch at the Renton 
Elks Club on December 7, 1986. Election of Governors 
whose terms expired in 1986 was the theme of the fourth 
quarter meeting. Elmer Hansen, Gil Cook and Elmer Kangas 
were re-elected. New officers for the New Year are: Red 
Slaughter, President; Marian Galvin, Treasurer; and 
Dorothy Hansen, Secretary. 

A short talk on Northwest Aviation History followed by 
0. D. Schroeder's annual rendition of Nordic Christmas 
Poems and a final report by Elmer Hansen on the results 
of the September Reunion sent the members and guests 
home in a festive mood. 
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA WING 
By Jim Phi_llips, President 
It was delightful indeed to see the same faces in our first 
Board Meeting of .1987, although each of us has a new title. 
While we tried to bring into our midst new personnel, to 
date our efforts have been in vain. So, once again, this old 
group of devoted doers will .provide the Western Penn
sylvania Wing with another active year. 

Without any further financial assistance from National, 
we examined, totally, the possibility of local dues, and 
unanimously turned it down. Our outgoing President, Bob 
Mullin, has already started a helpful procedure that I will 
follow ... that of paying personally for all mailing costs, 
with the strong hope that this will become our local 
procedure. 

We plan to continue our annual pilgrimage to Latrobe 
in our OX5 bus for the Air Show in late summer. Our Wing 
has recently enjoyed a great honor, the return to his original 
base of retired Captain Frank Fox, one of the original 
founders of OX5. Accordingly we restored completely his 
status with our Western Pennsylvania Wing. 

Look to this publication for future planned events, as 
well as reports of recent happenings of interest, as will be 
reported by our Vice President, in charge of activities, Bucky 
Newton. 

MARYLAND WING 
By Jack L. King, Secretary 
The Annual Autumn Banquet Meeting of the Maryland 
Wing was held on November 1, 1986, at Pappas Restaurant 
in Baltimore with some 50 members and guests in at
tendance. After an enjoyable social hour of renewing 
acquaintances and exchanging recappe9 hangar flying 
stories, the group enjoyed a special surf and turf buffet, 
which seemed to delight everyone. 

Banquet Chairman Dave Snyder presented two in
teresting aviation films for the after-dinner entertainment 
program. The first movie highlighted the Wright Brothers 
early flight experiments; and the second, "Aircraft Od
dities" covered man's serious, but sometimes humorous, 
early attempts to fly, giving everyone something to laugh 
about! 

Wing President, Bob Wallace, gave a short presentation 
of recent Wing activities, including his attendance at the 
National Reunion in Seattle, and discussing plans for the 
future. This past Fall, Wallace organized a group to visit 
OX5 Hall of Fame inductee Dean Smith at his home in 
Easton and presented him with his own OX5 Hall of Fame 
Certificate. Wallace also headed another visitation group 
that called on veteran member Waldo Lovett and presented 
him with a citation plaque at his home in Newark, Delaware, 
which was covered by the local press. Smith is confined to 
his home and unable to attend regular meetings, but was 
very pleased when we visited him. Lovett passed away short
ly after the visit. 

WISCONSIN WING 
By Charles Dewey, President 
The members of Wisconsin Wing kicked-off the activities 
for 1987 with their annual winter get-together at Jackson's 
Club Pointe II, East Troy, on January 17. The Club is 
famous for its beautiful Christmas decorations which they 
leave up for this meeting. After a delicious family style meal 
of chicken and ribs, a business meeting and election of 
officers was conducted. 



OX5 Scrap Book 
Following are three unidentified pictures which have been returned to the National Office by 
the publisher of the OXS History Book. If you are the owner of any of these pictures, please 
write to the National Office and we will be glad to send the picture to you. 
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Paul Castman, now deceased, instituted the 
Old Crow, a memorial to the OX5ers, to be 
opened by the last surviving member of the 
OX5 Aviation Pioneers. 



SWALLOW- Owned by Russ Simpson at Hempstead, Long Island, New York 

Photos courtesy of 
John Underwood 
Glendale, Calif. 

Kreutzer K5 Air Coach, one of 14 built in Los Angeles during 1929-30. Just repatriated from Mexico and given 
a new lease on life. Soon to take its first "airing" in 46 years. 
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OX5er Lowell White, Mesa, Arizona, and his 
grandson. Lowell built this airplane and call
ed it "Cygnet" because of its resemblance to 
the large white bird bearing that name. It has 
been flying for several years and proves that 
OX5 is active and continually attributing to the 
great industry they created. 



MEET NEW 
Barbour, John 0., Jr. 
P.O. Box 35, Beaufort, N.C. 28516 
Pilot and mechanic. Soloed Travel Air, 1930, at Ocracoke 
Island, N.C. Instructor was Ralph Jordan. 
Sponsors: Edmund Barbour and J. Max Freeman. 

Bruno, James F. 
1113 Evergreen Drive, Waukesha, Wise. 53188 
Soloed 1941 in OX5 Curtiss Pheasant at Pewaukee Lake, 
Waukesha, Wise. Instructor was Dale B. Crites. Also owner 
of Pheasant 1940. 
Sponsor: Jack F. Nehs. 

Carlisle, Thomas G. 
5843 Baer Road, Sanborn, N.Y. 14132 
Dual time in OX5 Waco, 1932-35, near Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
Instructor was Burt Sanford. 
Sponsor: Fred Ridenour. 

Cooper, Robert S. 
23 North Church, Cortland, N.Y. 13045 
Soloed 1930 in American Eaglet at Cortland Airport. In
structor was Franklin Fish. Piloted and maintained OX5's 
at Link Repair Station at Cortland Airport. 
Sponsors: Otto Kohl and Walter Rutski. 

Faller, George C. "Chet" 
185 Orange Road, NE, Lake Placid, Fla. 33852 
Pilot and mechanic. Soloed OX5 Curtiss Robin NC 7143 
at Teterboro Airport, N.J., 1933. Instructor was Quentin 
R. Cudney. Serviced and overhauled OX5- OXX6 
engines. Also flew Waco 10 and Travel Air. 
Sponsors: John Thomson and Magda Tacke. 

Klima, William "Kiinks" 
894 Boyce Road, Bridgeville, Pa. 15017 
Demo and instruction 1939 in Waco GXE at Pittsburgh, 
Butler. Instructor was Carmen L. Curcio. 
Sponsors: James Phillips and Frank Fox. 

Kostrab, Frank J. 
4435 73rd Lane, #591, Riviera Beach, Fla. 33404 
Dual instruction in OX5 Fairchild KR31 NC-10290 at 
Ashtabula Airport. 
Sponsor: Andy Covic. 

Leary, Violet Welch "Dee" 
1341 Hillside Circle, Windsor, Conn. 06095 
Soloed 1939 in Welch at Mishawaka, Ind. Instructor was 
Orin Welch. Also helped overhaul engine. 
Sponsors: Drina Welch Abel and Aden B. Livingston. 

Londre, Wells H. 
2615 Coolidge Avenue, Racine, Wise. 53403 
Soloed Waco 10 at Air City, Sturtevant, Wise., 1936. In
structor was Ed Hedeen. 
Sponsors: Phillip Freehling, Steve Hay, Earl Wittig and 
Harold K. Kaiser. 

Ludwig, Wilbur 
336 George Street, Sycamore, Ill. 60178 
Mechanic, 1934-35. Rebuilt OX5 engines while attending 
Technical High School. 
Sponsors: Bob Gettleman and Doug Harris. 

MEMBERS • • • 
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Milleson, William T. 
P.O. Box 231, Springfield, W.Va. 26763 
Dual instruction 1932 in Waco NC-767 at Kanawha 
River, Charleston, W.Va. Instructor was Buddy Kirk. 
Sponsors: Clement Armstrong and Robert Wallace. 

Otteson, Fred W. 
32201 Via Barrida, San Juan Capistrano, Calif. 92675 
Soloed Travel Air and Monarch in 1929 at Chicago, Ill. 
Instructors were Lieut. Derby and Fred Jeberson. 
Sponsor: David Williams. 

Thompson, Stuart D. 
160 Twin View Drive, Sequim, Wash. 98382 
Pilot, mechanic and owner. Soloed American Eagle 
1930 at Pounders Field, Portland, Ore. Instructor was 
James Rinehart. Also flew Waco 10 and Curtiss Robin. 
Overhauled and maintained OX5 engines. 
Sponsors: Edward Hartz, Charles Chester and Elmer 
Hansen. 

Wahl, Henry 
Drawer 708, Mims, Fla. 32754 
Instruction and passenger hopping in OX5 Robin and 
Travel Air at Logan Field, Baltimore, Md. 1932. 
Sponsors: Mary Rankin, Glen Rankin and AI Weinberg. 

Wallace, James G., Jr. 
Box 54, Milesburg, Pa. 16853 
Pilot and owner of Waco 10, 1939 at Lock Haven, Pa. In
structor was Scorchy Monroe. 
Sponsors: B. I. Shank and Sherm Lutz. 

COMMEMORATIVE 
PLAQUE 

Here is a real treasure . . . 
a beautiful "Etched in Metal" relief 
rendering of the world famous and 
nostalgic OXS engine. 
Mounted on rich, black velvet 
background in an attractive walnut 
frame trimmed in silver, it contains 
a special plate, mounted on the 
frame with your name or the name 

of your Wing as donor. 
Price includes a personalized 1" x 3" "donated by" 
plate. (Maximum 25 character spaces per line-3 lines.) 
Please type or print copy. 

Price $109.50 plus 
$3.50 postage and handling 



FOLDED WINGS 
GEORGE S. ANNIS 
1082 St. Regis Place, Santa Ana, Calif. 
ROBERT E. BAER 
929 W. Barbara Avenue, West Covina, Calif. 
CARL R. BALE 
P .0. Box 546, Macomb, Ill. 
CHARLES W. BERGLUND, SR. 
207 Lincoln, Medford, Wise. 
MARSHALL E. BERRY 
2430 Pease Street, Vernon, Texas 
EUGENE F. BICKFORD 
2419 Bay Avenue, Sanford, Fla. 
HAROLDJ.CLASMEYER 
9931 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, Calif. 
OSCAR CLINE 
1255-L 20th Street, Santa Monica, Calif. 
FRANK Z. COLLINGS 
2951 Binnacle Lane, St. James City, Fla. 
JAMES S. CURRAN 
223 Hushbeck Avenue, Watsonville, Calif. 
EDWARD L. DONOHUE 
6644 E. Lewis Avenue, Scottsdale, Ariz. 
FRED E. ENNIS 
Box 530, Route #8, Salisbury, Md. 
JOHN L. GORE 
1505 LaFonda, Box 129, Las Cruces, N.M. 
LEONARD I. HYLTON 
1260 Somerset Lane, Newport Beach, Calif. 
EUGENE S. KROPF 
1411 San Pablo Drive, Lake San Marcos, Calif. 
ROBERT B. KUHN 
856 Swan Drive, Marco Island, Fla. 
EDWARD C. La VOQUE 
342 NE 2nd Court, Dania, Fla. 
E. KITTY MARKHAM 
14840 Naranja Lakes Boulevard, #C-1R, Naranja, Fla. 
FRANCIS Me DEVITT 
1417 Allegheny Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
BENJAMIN E. MINTURN 
7744 North 6th Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 
THOMAS D. PARK 
3517 Bryn Mawr Drive, Dallas, Texas 
COL. R. W. PEARS (Ret.) 
The Virginian, 9229 Arlington Boulevard, Fairfax, Va. 
J. 0. POWELL 
202 Mizell Street, Duncanville, Texas 
BENJAMIN E. REUTHER 
1348 39th Avenue, NE, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
MATT RODEGHIER 
Franciscan Nursing Home, 300 N. Madison, Joliet, Ill. 
HAROLD F. ROGERS 
841 San Pablo Drive, Lake San Marcos, Calif. 
CLARENCE B. SEIDEL 
5217 Addison, Charlotte, N.C. 
ROBERT N. SEXTON 
9052 Galewood Drive, Austin, Texas 
A. ROBERT SOEHNER 
743 N. Manasota Key, Englewood, Fla. 
VEDA TENNENT 
8901 Tamiami Trail E., Naples, Fla. 
T. D. THOMPSON 
4809 Eider Drive, Corpus Christi, Texas 
GERALD J. TROY 
105-075 Alago Road, Naperville, Ill. 
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CORWIN a·. WADSWORTH 
4468 Dolly Ridge. Road, Birmingham, Ala. 
JAMES H. WALKER 
6836 Sni-A-Bar Road, Kansas City, Mo. 
FRANK A. ZIMMER 
2126 E "C" Street, Torrington, Wyo. 

IN MEMORIAM 
It is our sad duty to report the death of GEORGE C. DIS
INGER, Route 5, Box 189, Jonesboro, Arkansas, who pass
ed away recently. He was owner of the Jonesboro Flying 
Service until his retirement in 1976. George converted the 
first civilian airplane to a duster, and designed and built the 
first spray system for a helicopter, the first of which 
was used by Hughes Helicopter. He received the Federal 
Aviation Administration Mechanics Safety Award in 1968. 
He will be missed by his many friends and associates in 
aviation. 

• 
WALTER LOVETT, 804 Bradford Lane, Newark, 
Delaware, died at the age of 84 of heart failure. He was the 
first person to own and fly an airplane in Newark, Delaware, 
and was one of the first barnstormers in the area. He taught 
hundreds of people from Delaware and surrounding states 
to fly. He was owner and operator of Lovett Airport, now 
Cecil County Airport, Elkton, Maryland. 

• 
Belatedly, we report the death of EDWARD LINTON 
JOHNSTON of 4002 Terrace Drive, Annandale, Virginia, 
who passed away late in 1986. A retired official with the 
Navy Department and a former Commander with the Navy 
Reserves, he served in the Navy Bureau of Ordnance where 
he was involved in the development of underwater weapons. 
He remained with the Navy Department as a civilian 
engineer until his retirement in 1975. We bid this Aviation 
Pioneer a fond farewell. 

• 
ROBERT E. NESMITH, 4640 Brynmawr, Houston, Texas, 
died as a result of a fall from a roof at a construction site. 
Born in Dallas, he served in the Naval Air Corps after which 
he moved to Houston where he operated Sportsman Field. 
He joined the Army Air Corps in 1941 after training over 
1000 pilots for the Corps. Flying 124 combat missions with 
the Flying Tigers in China, Burma and India, he was award
ed the Legion of Merit, Air Medal and Chinese Order of 
the Flying Cloud. We bid hin:t CAVU on his journey West. 

• 
JOSEPH PALERMO, 35 Barone Avenue, Mt. Morris, New 
York, died suddenly of a heart attack on November 19, 
1986. A true Jenny to Jet pilot, Joe served as Chief of 
Maintenance and Pilot for the former Buffalo-based Gyp
sum Company and as a pilot for Eastman Kodak for 15 
years, retiring in 1977 as Senior Captain, flying their Grum
man Gulfstreams. His retirement years were spent building 
or rebuilding airplanes, and at his death he left five 
homebilts. A retired Air Force Reserve Major, every airplane 
in the Rochester area flew over his funeral, and a special 
tribute was paid him by the Air Force in the form of a Jet 
Fighter Fly-By. Joe will be missed by all who knew and loved 
him. 



ORANGE I SAN DIEGO WING 
By Leo Dorney 
The Orange I San Diego Wing of the OX5 Aviation Pioneers 
held its last meeting of 1986 at the El Camino Country Club, 
Oceanside, Calif., on December 7th, with 104 members and 
guests attending. A specially arranged Christmas program 
was presented by The Charlie Palmer Singers, from San 
Diego. The program included songs from the principal 
religions with a touch of several languages and ranging from 
'Silent Night' to the 'Ave Maria.' It was a program few if 
any will ever forget. 

Program Chairman was Chuck Taylor, our President, 
and his charming wife, Doris. In assistance were: member 
Dutch Schiller and his wife, Julie; Tro and Dorothy Ohman, 
our Secretary-Treasurer and his wife; Governor Leo and 
Ruth Dorney; member Emery Stromberg and his wife, 
Eunice; and Vice President Ken Kirkwood. Friends like Ann 
Irwin, Jan Wheeler, Tina Dieli and Margit Mena together 
made the table decorations, raffle ticket sales and normal 
meeting procedures go smoothly. 

The next meeting is scheduled for the first Sunday in 
March, 1987, at the El Camino Real Country Club, a cen
tral location for our membership. 

ILLINOIS WING 
By Glen Courtwright, Secretary 
The weather was most cooperative this year and we had ex
cellent attendance for the Christmas Party on December 20, 
1986. The business part of the meeting was a bit informal 
because of the Holiday Season. 

Election of officers for 1987 has been delayed until the 
February 21st meeting. 

Please note that the next meeting will be Sunday, 
February 21, 1987, starting at 1 P.M., with luncheon served 
at 2 P.M. Many members do not like to drive after dark, 
so we will see how the attendance is on a Sunday afternoon. 

The ladies all received favors and the drawing for door 
prizes was held at the conclusion of the meeting. 

GOLDEN GATE WING 
By Ben Donahue, President 
The Golden Gate Wing greets the New Year with a BIG 
PLUS. Our good friend and fellow OX5er, Jim Nissen, will 
be honored by the Aero Club of Northern California with 
the Aero Club's prestigious "Crystal Eagle Award." We say 
"Congratulations, Jim Nissen, upon receiving such nice 
recognition.'' 

February 21, 1987 will see the Golden Gate Wing gather
ing at our favorite "bistro" for a nice dinner and a good 
program. Plans for a Spring Sunday Brunch are being 
considered. 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WING 
By Lee Higbee, President 
The Southwest Florida Wing has again been invited to host 
the OX5 Hospitality House at the Lakeland Sun 'n Fun Fly
In on Saturday, March 21, 1987. We are looking for 
volunteers to help at the Fly-In and "cookie bakers" to pro
vide some of the refreshments. 

As we go to press, the Southwest Florida Wing will be 
holding its Luncheon Wing Meeting (February 7) at the Main 
Street (formerly Spanish Main). 
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CAROLINAS WING 
By Wilson L. Mills, Editor 
With holidays at an end and spring in the not too distant 
future, let's think Roanoke Rapids, May 1-3 with the main 
day planned for Noon, Saturday, May 2nd. More detailed 
information later in April. 

"Max" and "Burk" are two busy presidents shaping up 
all of the details for our 32nd National Reunion in 
Charleston, South Carolina in mid-October. Carolina Wing 
will keep you up-to-date with our plans. We thank the 
E.A.A. Chapter #3 for all their help with our meetings. 

TEXAS WING 
By Bob Gettelman, President 
As this issue of the OX5 NEWS goes to press, the Texas 
Wing, in conjunction with the Central Texas Wing, will host 
the 1987 Fun and Fun Meeting, February 6-7, at the Fort 
Brown Hotel, Brownsville, Texas. 

A meeting of the officers and governors, as well as a 
general membership meeting, will be held. A tour to the 
Matamoros Market, with a bilingual tour guide to assist in 
purchases, has been arranged. A dinner (filet 
mignon I shrimp) at Garcia's in Matamoros is also on the 
schedule. This will be followed by the Folkloric Ballet, per
forming native dances. 

Those who do not care to participate in the tours, will 
find plenty of fellowship and hangar flying in the hospital
ity room. The climax of the week-end will be the Saturday 
evening banquet at the hotel. 

Extra Copies of 

THE OXS AVIATION PIONEERS 

HISTORY BOOK 
ARE AVAILABLE 

BY CONTACTING THE NATIONAL OFFICE 

PRICES: 
(Includes Postage and Handling) 

STANDARD EDITION $42.00 ea. 
LEATHER BOUND DELUXE EDITION $79.00 ea. 

SOFT BOUND EDITION $19.95 ea. 
(Contains first 80 pages [picture section only) no biographies) 

A Comprehensive Chronology of the People, 
Places and Events that Shaped Aviation History. 

Make Checks Payable to: 
OX5 AVIATION PIONEERS 

and Mail to: 
207 Dormont Village 

2961 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 

THE HISTORY BOOK 
WOULD MAKE AN EXCELLENT GIFT 

FOR YOUR FAVORITE OX5er. 



LAST 
1987 DUES ARE DUE 

1987 Dues ................................. .......... . $10.00 

Donation ....... ................ .... .. ... ... .... .... .... ____ _ 

Total ........................ ........................... $ ____ _ 

Get your 1987 membership card this easy way-clip off this panel, 
attach your check or money order and mail today to: 

OX5 Aviation Pioneers 
207 Dormont Village 

2961 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216 

Your npme, address, and membership number. are shown on the 
reverse side of this panel. If there is any change or correction, please 
note on other side. 

CALL 

IS A QUALIFIED MEMBER OF 

OXS AVIATION PIONEERS® 
Expires December 31, 1987 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
I hate to send this obit in. Bob Soehner was the father 

I never had. 
He got me into aviation and taught me on the OX5 Robin 

and on an OXX6 Challenger and later on the brand new 
Taylorcraft and one of 'Speed' Hanzlik's Birds. It was Bob 
who insisted that I also go to college and assured me suc
cess in aviation. 

How right he was! He was a very strict man who never 
liked to have restrictions or excuses. He lived and taught 
aviation safety, and my own career with absolutely no ac
cidents in 45 years and 26000 hours of flying, prove that 
he taught me right! He was the very first of the old 
"Transport" pilots in western N.C. to pass a flying test and 
be made a flight instructor. He established one of the very 
first CPTP flight schools that helped win the war. 

He was a true pioneer and was educated and trained as 
one who used no "bailing wire" techniques, but the latest 
and best methods. 

He introduced me to the Ford TriMotor, Keystone Patri
cian Trimotor, Rearwin Sportster, Waco 10, Monoprep, J-2 
Cub, T-Craft Model A, The Bird, Robins, Challengers and 
Pitcairns along with a Travel Air or two. He taught me and 
a lot of others to love flying and to expect and get a lot out 
of it. I will never forget him. 

I drove Bob and Louise in a Ford pickup on a hayride 
honeymoon. Never will I forget those tailgaters that night! 

Sincerely, 
MAX FREEMAN 

Dear Flora, 
The Early Birds are searching for eligible prospects to 

become Associate Members. Anyone interested in becoming 
an associate member can do so by writing me for informa
tion and assistance in applying. I can be reached as follows: 
Foster A. Lane, E. B. Membership Committee, Columbus 
International Airport, 4389 E. Seventeenth Avenue, Colum
bus, Ohio 43219. 

Many thanks. 
FOSTER A. LANE 
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I would like to contact anyone who was active at Mines 
Field in the '20s and '30s, particularly those who flew with 
Bob and Margaret Blair, students and instructors. I am 
working on a book about LAX, beginning with the arrival 
of Donald Douglas and his Martin test crew in 1916. Could 
you put a notice to this effect in the Newsletter. 

My wife and I had a great time last week flying a 1928 
American Eagle. Hadn't done any flying of the helmet and 
goggles variety for a long time, and we are now casting about 
for an affordable biplane. The big problem out here, real
ly, is finding a place to keep it. 

Dear Ms. Balmer, 

Cordially, 
JOHN UNDERWOOD 
2054 W. Mountain 
Glendale, Calif. 91201 

Yes, I would like to try my hand at the 22¢- OX5 -
postage stamp idea. 

I will have to renew some old acquaintances in the 
Government Affairs, Post Office and Civil Service Com
mittees to present my request of an OX5 22¢ stamp. 

For your information, I will contact Rep. Gus Yatron 
of your state, Pennsylvania. 

Will try, so you have a prosperous New Year. 
RUSSELL E. V ASTERLING 
P.O. Box 195 
3843 Rippon Road 
Valley Springs, Calif. 95252 



OX5 NEWS 
207 Dormont Village 

2961 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

SOMETHING NEW 
OXS BELT BUCKLE 

SILVER BUCKLE 
with OXS emblem inset 

$12.50 

POCKET or 
SHOULDER PATCHES 

Blue background - red lettering, symbols of the 
Aviation Pioneer outlined in brown. 

$4.00 each 

Forward orders with checks to: 
OXS AVIATION PIONEERS 
207 Dormont Village 

• 

2961 West Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15216 

~ 
1 

Second Class Postage Paid 
at Pittsburgh, Pa. 

w. R. Skinner 991! 
Rte. #8, Box 451 
Ft. 7orth, Texas 76108 

OXS Emblem in Red, 
White and Blue 
Enameled Inlay 
(Black Cord) 

only$6.00 each 

FOR THE LADIES 

A PENDANT 
BLACK and GOLD 

on a chain 

$7.50 each 

This is what the new decals look like. In four 
colors: red, white, blue and brown. Real swanky! 

NOW IN THREE SIZES 
4" Dia ... ........ ... ... .... ... .. ... ... .. ..... . $1.50 each 
6" Dia ... ....... ........ .. .. ...... ..... ... .... $2.00 each 

12" Dia .. .. ........ ..... .......... ... ... .... ... $3.00 each 

STERLING SILVER 
LAPEL EMBLEM 

Approximately 11/4 " wide by 3fa" . .. You will 
be proud to wear this beautiful and distinctive 
emblem, created by one of the leading silver
smith craftsmen in the country. 

$25.00 each 

OXS ACCESSORIES 
incorporating the Emblem of the Aviation Pioneer 

PINETTE (Can be used as Tie Tack or on Lapel) ... $6.00 each 

Please issue separate check for dues payments and merchandise orders. 
TIE BARS (Gold Electroplated) ......... .................... $7.00 each 


