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LARKSFIELD PLACE 

7373 EAST 29TH St North 

Wichita, KS  67226 

 

 
Meeting/Program: The meeting will be held at 
Larksfield Place located at 7373 East 29th 

Street North.  It is 
between Rock Road and 
Woodlawn, and on the 
south side of 29th.  Park in 
the lot west of the main 
entry.  Meet in the 
auditorium.  Enter the  
west welcome entrance.  

The auditorium is located just inside and to the 
left of the west welcome door.  The program is 
open to OX5 members, guests and also for 
those who are interested. 
 

 
Program: The program will be a presentation 
by Harry Clements with the title Low Wing 170 
that includes the 3-view done by Bill Wise; 
Harry has the 3-view.  The description is about 
a low wing design that he and Bill Wise worked  

 
together on in the earlier days of aviation.   The 
aircraft market aim was a configuration that 
could provide Cessna with a low wing 
replacement for the venerable Cessna 172.  
Can you imagine a low wing Cessna 172? 

OX5 business will not be included at this 
meeting since we will have other guests here.  
We do appreciate the welcome that Larksfield 
Place has offered.  It gives us an opportunity to 
let our organization be known to others.    
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President’s Message: Barbara (Bobbie) 
Walter fell May 28, and has been in the 
hospital and rehab for several months.  She is 
doing much better, and is now back in the 
apartment.  She is still recuperating. 
 

 
 
Harry Clements gave an excellent presentation 
at a recent OX5 meeting about the 
development of the Cessna OE-2. I hope that 
we do not wear him out with presentations, and 
that there are more to come after this one.  
 
I have just received the national newsleter, 
OX5 NEWS.  The national reunion went quite 
well.  There were many interesting events.  
The Curtiss Museum, Penn Yan Aero, Penn 
Yan, NY to tour their very interesting aircraft 
engine ovrhaul facility, a causual dinner at the 
Curtiss Museum with entertainment by the 
“Triple Treble” 3 Gerych Sisters, the Finger 
Lakes boating Museum, a demonstration of 
running of the Curtiss Museum’s OX5 engine, 
etc.    
  
Saturday evening was the time for banquet, 
socialization and with the many friends plus 
awards.  The guest speaker was Trafford 
Dolherty past Managing Director, Curtiss 
Museum.  A special Thank You and Well Done 
was expressed to the Curtiss Wing for helping 
make this Reunion happen.       

  
At our most recent Kansas Wing board 
meeting, the proposal to develop a display to 
enhance the presentation of the Curtiss OX5 
engine located at the Kansas Aviation Museum 
continued from the previous board meeting.  
Such a display should both enhance our local 
OX5 Wing plus contribute a very good 
presentation for the Kansas Aviation Museum.  
The museum has been contacted and is 
pleased with the concept.  The display has 
been designed and now awaits the financial 
support to continue.  More information is 
contained in an article in this issue of the 
newsletter. 
 
I hope to see you at our December 1 meeting, 
again at Larksfield Place (2:00 PM).  
 

Harold Walter, President KS Wing OX5 
Aviation Pioneers 
 

 
Secretary’s Report:  Those prresent at the 
board meeting were Harold Walter,  Dale 
Krebbs, Harry Clements, Joe Latas and Jay 
McLeod.  The meeting was held at Larksfield 
Place and called to order by President Harold 
Walter.  
 
The OX-5 permanent display designed and 
proposed by Dale Krebbs was discussed.  This 
is an 8 ft. high display featuring the Wing’s OX-
5 engine and other information regarding our 
Wing, significant people who have belonged to 
our organization, membership information, 
aircraft that powered by the Curtiss OX-5 
engine, our Wing newsletter and why the 
engine was important.  The display is 
educational since many people are 
unacquainted with the engine and how it 
affected aviation developmnt. 
 
Another item discussed was the funding of the 
display.  The cost is estimated to be about 
$1500.  Some ideas were discussed but not 
concluded. 
 
The next item on the agenda was the next 
membership meeting. December 1 was 
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proposed for Larksfield Place.  Also proposed 
was the program to be given by Harry 
Clements on the design of a Low Wing Cessna 
172 that he was involved in.            
 
The meeting was adjourned.  
 
Jay McLeod, Secretary KS Wing OX5 
Aviation Pioneers   
 

 
Treasurer: Please mail or see JoAnn Bailey to 
pay OX5 Kansas Wing annual dues of $10.  
Please note that the fiscal year begins on 
January 1. 
 
 JoAnn Bailey 
 1736 S. Emporia 
 Wichita, KS 67211 
 
JoAnn Bailey,  316-258-4956 
_____________________ 
 
OX5 National dues are $30.  Make check 
payable to OX5 Aviation Pioneers, and mail to: 
 
 OX5 Aviation Pioneers  
 PO Box 769 
 Troy, Ohio 45373 
 

 
“B-36/B-58 REVERSE PIGGY-BACK”. Mr. 
Ken Adamek presented an excellent program 

in the auditorium at 
Larksfield Place. The 
B-36 Peacemaker is 
the world’s largest 
propeller driven 

intercontinental 
bomber. The B-58 
HUSTLER is the first 
supersonic jet 
bomber.    This project 
took place in 1956–
1957 at which time 
Mr. Adamek was a 
Senior Test Engineer 

in the Engineering Test Lab at CONVAIR-Ft. 
Worth Division of General Dynamics.  The 

program was very well attended by 
approximately 60 persons.    

Photo provided by Ken Adamek 
 
The reverse piggy-back refers to the B-36 
carrying the B-58 below the fuselage, as 
compared to the Boeing 747 carrying the 
space shuttle above the fuselage. 
_______________________________ 
 

 
Photo by Sharon Weaver 

 
A special surprise Birthday Party was held for 
Dale Krebbs at Lloyd and Elaine Hanna’s 
home on Saturday November 10. 
______________________________ 
 

Instrument Training By Harold Walter:  In 

about 1959 I decided to acquire the FAA’s 

Comercial Pilot license.  A few hours of 

instrument flight time were necessary, as well 

as certain flight check maneuvers to be 

demonstrated during a flight check ride.   



4 

 

 

Five hours of it could be obtained in a WWII 

Link Trainer-Simulator.  Paul Sanderson would 

be the Link instructor.  In addition to Aviation 

training, Paul had written several books 

applying to FAA licenses.   

 

Paul asked me if I had ever “flown” a Link 

trainer before, and I had not.  As I flew it, Paul 

asked three times if I had ever “flown” one 

before.  When I finished my first hour, Paul 

said that I did the best of any first hour student 

that he had ever had.  I told my flight instructor, 

Dean Jones, what Paul had said, and Dean 

said that that meant a lot coming from Paul, 

because he had taught many when he worked 

for Eastern Airlines.   

 

After five hours in the Link, the next step was 

to fly instruments in an airplane.  A hood was 

worn so that the pilot trainee couldn’t see 

outside the airplane.  It was necessary to 

handle the airplane by observing the 

instruments only.  No looking outside to help 

with the flying.   

 

In the airplane, as we neared the end of the 

first instrument training flight, instructor Dean 

Jones said, “We’ve had enough.  Let’s go back 

to the airport.  I’ll give you headings and 

altitudes.”  Dean then proceeded to give those 

directives.  As we got closer and closer to the 

airport, both altitude and heading directions 

became more often with smaller incremental 

values.  I realized that we were getting close to 

the ground, but suddenly we touched down.  I 

immediately raised my hood to look out, and 

was surprised to see that we were rolling down 

the middle of the runway.  Although there may 

be others who have done this, I’ve not heard of 

any other persons performing the complete 

landing on instruments, other than aircraft with 

sophisticated electronic equipment.  

 

Do you remember this Spartan logo? 
 

 
______________________________ 

 

   
 
RAF T6C Texan II trainer over Greenland 
enroute to the UK – Photo courtesy John 
O’Malley + team, demo pilots, Textron Aviation 

___________________________ 
 

Harold Walter:  Several years ago, at the 

request of Beech Aircraft, a report was written 

by me stating desirable quantitative handling 

qualities to be applied to future aircraft 

developed by Beech.  The requirements were 

to be met, and if they could not be met, they 

were to be approved by the Engineering Vice 

President in consultation with others spelled 
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out in the report.  The report was to be 

available to only a small number of persons.   

Included in the report were control forces for 

nose-wheel liftoff for takeoff, liftoff speed, 

control force per G, out of trim due to power 

and flap deflections.  Also included for some of 

the items were definitions of the method for 

performing some of the tasks.   

One goal was to cause the airplane to be more 

natural and pleasant to handle.  The items 

were to be applied to aircraft at maximum 

gross weights less than or equal to 12,500 

pounds.  It is interesting to find that in spite of 

the tight control, the report is in the hands of 

others outside the company.       

___________________________ 

 

 
 

In Düsseldorf-Emirates Airbus 380 about to 
touch down Photo courtesy Peter Herr. 
 
 
 

 

Harold Walter gives special thanks to the 

Members and Officers for their support to 

our OX5 organization. 

____ 

If you know of someone who should be 

getting our newsletter, but isn’t, let Harold 

Walter know. 

 

 

The Phugoid – by Harold Walter:  I have 
mentioned the phugoid before, and I would like to 
add a bit.  As you may recall, it is the long term 
pitch oscillation that has a period, in seconds, of 
approximately 30% of the airspeed in knots.  
 
The FAA has no specific requirement that the 
phugoid oscillation be damped, and the airplane 
is not unsafe if it isn’t.  I have found that if it is 
damped the airplane is easier to trim and to 
maintain altitude.  There is no specific practical 
basic aerodynamic design principle that will 
cause the phugoid to be damped.  However 
modifications to the mechanics of the control 
system can improve the damping, such as a bob-
weight.  In general, a down-spring adversely 
affects the damping.  A combination of the 
location of a bob-weight and an up-spring, can 
both improve damping, and have very little effect 
upon the trim and other handling qualities.  
 
I asked that a combination of a bob-weight and 
an up-spring be applied to the Beech Starship.  It 
improved the damping to the point that the 
airplane seems to go just where the pilot is 
thinking.           

_____________________________ 
 
Kansas Aviation Museum OX-5 Display— 
Dale Krebbs has designed a display that 

presents an important part of history of aviation.  

The display is related to the Kansas Wing’s OX5 

engine located in the Kansas Aviation Museum.  

The display should benefit both the OX5 Aviation 

Pioneers and also the Kansas Aviation Museum.     

 

The Glenn Curtiss OX-5 engine is a V-8 and is 

water cooled.  The engine powered the Jennies 

of the WWI era in which many aviators learned to 

fly.  Later, the engine was so plentiful that it was 

used in new airplanes until about 1932.   

 

The following was written by Dale Krebbs, and 

explains the display, and the costs to create it.  

Our wing will be anxious to receive donations 

in order to create the display that will be 

located in the Kansas Aviation Museum as a 

backdrop for the OX5 engine located there.         
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