
   
    

 

Harold Walter President  2016       JoAnn Bailey Treasurer   2017 

Sam Snyder 1st VP   2015        

Joe Latas 2nd VP   2017       Bobbie Walter Governor   2015                 

Jay McLeod Secretary  2015          Doug Moler Governor   2016  

    

 DECEMBER 2015 – VOL 4                 HAROLD AND BOBBIE WALTER, EDITORS 

 

OX5 AVIATION PIONEERS KANSAS WING 

LUNCH AT NOON 
THE WALTER’S HOUSE – 919 N LINDEN CT -- WICHITA 

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2015      

 

1 

 

Meeting: The meeting will be held at the 

Walter’s house, 919 North Linden Ct, in 

Wichita.  The house is near Center for the 

Arts.  From Central, turn north on Gatewood 

Street, the first street west of 

Center for the Arts.  At the first 

opportunity, about a distance of 

a block, turn left onto Linden, 

and continue for about 3 blocks 

to the 900 block of Linden Ct. 

Lunch will be from Hog Wild: 

Reservations required.  

Please call 733-2377 before 

November 28. The lunch will consist of the 

following: 

 Choice of meats – beef brisket, turkey 
breast and hot links 

 Potato salad 

 Cole slaw 

 Baked beans 

 Dinner roll 

 Dessert 

 Coffee, tea or water 

The cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP 

Bobbie before November 28 – 316-733-

2377 

Program:  When a good pilot and 

a great photographer goes to an 

air show, the results are very 

interesting.   Doug Moler recently 

went to the Reno Air Races, and 

will tell us about them.    

President’s Message: There was 
a good turn-out for the September  
meeting.  The Kansas Wing of 
OX5 Aviation Pioneers met at 

Stearman Field at Benton, KS September 11 
at 6:00 PM.  
 
The restaurant is an excellent place to eat, 
and the atmosphere is very aviation.  The 
evening was great for flying. 
   
After the meal, we toured Hector Comacho’s 
hangar with his Stearman rebuild, and parts 
manufacturing capability.  The shop was very 
well laid out and well organized for airplane 
building, a real inspiritation.  Thank you, 
Hector. 
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This issue of the OX5 Kansas Wing 
newsletter is a little different.  Your editor 
and President recently had surgery,  and 
has been resting up, and doing fine.   
 
Fall days in Wichita are usually very good 
for aviation functions.  The weather is 
often much more stable and temperate.  
As a result, a few of the aviation functions 
have been attended this autumn and 
some of the resulting pictures are 
presented in this newsletter.                             
 
The OX5 web site is:  www.ox5.org 
 
Let’s have a great year for our OX5 
group. 
 
Harold Walter, President KS Wing OX5 
Aviation Pioneers 

 

OX5 National Reunion for 2016: A 
request was received from OX5 National 
that the Kansas Wing to consider having 
the 2016 National reunion here in 
Wichita.  A meeting of our board 
members was held on Friday August 29 
at 10:00 AM at the Walter’s residence to 
review what we know about the reunion 
question.  Keith Talbert, CMP Destination 
Sales Manager, of the City of Wichita 
attended the meeting to obtain 
information so that he could help.  We 
have received good support information 
as a result.     
 
Our examination of this proposal 
presented us with a number of questions, 
such as:  do we have access to enough 
people, do we have a good organizer 
person, how about available financing, 
where would we have the program and 
should we be considering this at all?  The 
reaction was mixed.   
 

 

 

 
TREASURER, JoAnn Bailey:  Please mail 
or see JoAnn Bailey to pay OX5 Kansas 
Wing annual dues of $10.  Please note that 
the fiscal year begins on January 1.   
 
 JoAnn Bailey 
 1736 S. Emporia 
 Wichita, KS 67211 
 
JoAnn Bailey,  316-258-4956 
 

 
OX5 National dues are $30.  Make check 
payable to OX5 Aviation Pioneers, and mail 
to: 
 
 OX5 Aviation Pioneers 
 %Janet Barnard, OX5 Treasurer 
 PO Box 769 
 Troy, Ohio 45373 
 

 
The 60th anniversary of the OX5 National 
Annual Reunion was held in Dayton, Ohio 
October 8-10, 2015. It was in the Clarion 
Inn, in Englewood. 
 

    
EAA’s Chapter 88 held their monthly 
meeting at the Kansas Aviation Museum 
Sunday September 9.  Recently acquired 
museum Director, Daniel Bateman, gave 
an excellent talk about the museum and 
future goals.  It has just been reported that 
Mr. Bateman has resigned from the 
museum.   
 

 
 

 

http://www.ox5.org/
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Retired Marine, Hal Walter, recently 
moved to Kansas, along with his Stinson. 

 

OX5 Aviation Pioneers, Kansas Wing, 
held their meeting at Stearman Field on 
Friday evening, September 11.  The 
aviation memorabilia in the restaurant is 
like a museum.  The food is excellent.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

After the meal, the program consisted of 
a trip to Hector Comacho’s hangar to 
view his Stearman rebuild process.  He 
also manufactures parts for Stearman 
airplanes. 
 

 
Doug and Sabrina Moler plus Jay McLeod in 

Hector Comacho’s hangar. 

 

 
Hector Comacho in his Stearman Field 

hangar.   

 

 
The evening and sunset were great. 
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The Travel Air reunion was held in 
Wichita the week that included 
September 19.   
 

 
The Travel Air 6000. 
 
 

 
 

 
The above owner flew his airplane from 
San Diego.  He kept his airplane on 
Gillespie Field there.  He knew Neal 
LaFrance, former OX5 Kansas Wing 
member and President, quite well.  
 

 

 
Ed Scott prepares to ride in a Travel Air.  
 

 

At EAA Chapter 88’s Awards Banquet, 
your Editors, Harold and Bobbie Walter 
were honored with the presentation of the 
Dick Reusser Memorial Award by Marilyn 
George, who just recently received the 
FAA’s Master Pilot Award.  The Dick 
Reusser award has been presented since 
1983.  Thank you very much, Marilyn.  
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EAA’s Chapter 88 Annual fly-in and 
banquet were held October 2 and 3.  
There was an exceptionally good turn-
out, both airplanes and spectators.     
 

 
Ed Merkle’s designed, wind tunnel tested 
and built by Ed – a very good biplane.   
   

 
The Cessna T-50 is from the 
Commemorative Air Force. 
 

 
The military Jeep was also there.  
 

 
The Cirrus airplane looked great. 
 

 

Harold Walter thanks the members and 
Officers for their support to our OX5 
organization.  

Doug and Sabrina Moler had a very good 
fly-in at their hangar at High Point October 
10.  There were brats, drinks and dishes 
from the guests.  It was a great day for 
flying – perfect temperature and very light 
wind down the runway.  There were many 
air vehicles there.    
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Doug’s fly-in continued. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
On the ILS rwy 15 in Bangor, Maine:  Just 
broke out of the clouds and got rewarded 
by Indian Summer colors, beautiful!  
 

 
Photo courtesy Peter Herr 

Lunch at the Beaumont Hotel is a pleasant 

place to eat, and see a few airplanes stop in to 

eat.  The Frisco Railroad water tower is 

historic.   

 

 
 

 
 

 


