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LATROBE  AIRPORT  VISIT
On June 10, five Cliff Ball Wing members, Ivan Livi, Sherwood 
Thompson, Clifford Yerkey, Jim Kirk, and Dennis Yerkey, visited 
Latrobe Airport where they met with CBW member and airport 
manager Gabe Monzo.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
the relocation of OX5 memorabilia items, the OX5 display engine, 
and a propeller that was signed by CBW members.  Included was  
a plaque with the names of CBW and Pennsylvania Wing 
members.

The memorabilia items were transported to Pittsburgh whereas the 
OX5 engine, propeller, and the above mentioned plaque were 
assigned to the newly opened KLBE Museum.  CBW members 
were guided on a tour of the KLBE Museum by Sam Schrecengost, 
the curator. The museum facility is an exceptionally well 
maintained hangar that is sparkling clean, secure, and well 
organized.  It is an excellent place for the display of the OX5 items.

In a subsequent discussion, airport manager Monzo revealed that 
the Airport Authority is going ahead with the erection of the 
previously planned museum and is actively engaged in the 
acquisition of the necessary funds. The CBW has committed to 
assisting with both of the museum projects.

The transfer of OX5-owned items to the KLBE Museum will be 
done under the terms of a Loan Agreement.
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KLBE MUSEUM TOUR BY CURATOR SAM SCHRECENGOST
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All photos courtesy of Dennis G Yerkey
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Meet Our Members

GARY GRIES
CBW #20685

Gary Gries, shareholder in the Finleyville Independent Airport, is the 
proud owner of the beautifully restored 1947 Aeronca 7AC shown in the 
above photo as well as a C172.  Gary’s association with the Finleyville 
Airport began when he worked cleaning and polishing airplanes at age 16.  
By the time he was 18 years old he had acquired his pilot’s license and has 
been flying ever since.  The Aeronca was completely restored and 
presently has 4309 hours of airframe time.  ..by IDL

WRIGHT BROTHERS COLLAGE
The illustrated collage depicts several photos of the Wright Brothers and their 
activities.  Note Wilbur and Orville’s “double cut” signatures in the right center of 
this beautiful historical memento.  A “double cut” is where both signatures are 
positioned together on a document.  This is extremely rare for the Wright Brothers 
and only exists in a few known places.  This magnificent item is owned by John 
Wing, Wing Aero Products, Rowlett, TX.  Wright Photos Courtesy Jim Mroski
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FLORIDA  MID-WEST WING  WELCOMES THE CBW

On Thursday April 15, 2010, six members of the Pittsburgh Cliff Ball Wing-OX5 were met 
at a far parking lot by Mid-West Florida Wing President Wayne Gordon.  Although the golf 
cart was a bit overloaded, we arrived just fine at their Clubhouse where we registered and 
were introduced to the Florida Officers and members.  All agreed that it is a great place to 
take a rest and chat with friends.  This was the 15th year for the "Pittsburgh Boys" Spring 
break trip.  Visiting the Sun-n-Fun air show is always on the agenda along with golfing and 
fishing.  

Sun-n-Fun is a six day celebration of all things aviation.  These include a daily air show, 
trade show with 500 exhibitors, balloon race, lectures and hands-on construction.

Mid-West Florida Wing hospitality house volunteers included Pres.Wayne Gordon, Sec. 
Evelyn LaTorre, Dean Tilton, Christine Tilton, Ann Staub, Mary & Gene Hammond, Jim 
Beisner, Jim Stone, Ken Zimerman, Mac and Pat Meek.

We would like to thank Pres. Wayne Gordon, Evelyn Latorre, Sec and the remainder of the 
staff for the hospitality shown to us.     ..by DGY

Cliff Yerkey, Evelyn LaTorre, Gary Gries, CBW Pres Jim Kirk, Frank Long, MWF Pres Wayne Gordon, Dennis Yerkey




