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2012 NATIONAL REUNION
The 57th National Reunion will be held in St. Louis, MO.
The dates are Septemeber 20 to September 23, 2012.
Plans are developing well for an exciting and informative
event.  There will be a visit to the Creve Couer Museum's
hangers to view restored vintage OX5 powered airplanes.

Other activies available for free time are shopping, dining
and entertainment at the Plaza.

A day trip is planned to tour St. Louis and visit the Arch.
We will also board a paddle wheel boat for a sightseeing
cruise on the Mississippi River.

The arrivial airport is the Lambert-St Louis International
Airport.  Free shuttle service is provided to the Comfort
Inn-Westport which is only 8 miles from the airport.  See
the OX5.ORG website for more information.

REGISTER AND MAKE PLANS EARLY TO ATTEND



Progress Report #1

  Wanna Build an Airplane ?
By Harry Bochter

As you can see by the photos, the fabric covering is nearly com-
pleted.  This turned out to be the most expensive part of the pro-
ject.  The dope was over $75 a gallon and the lightweight Dacron
glider cloth nearly $300.  The Dacron fabric is put on using the blan-
ket method where the fabric is placed upon the part being covered
and glued to the structure without stretching the fabric.  Then a com-
mon household iron that is calibrated for shrinking the Dacron is used
to shrink the fabric taut.  This is followed by reinforcing tapes on
sharp edges and 4 to 5 coats of dope.
At this point, a few decisions must be made.  Are brakes neces-
sary?  No, up to 1940 brakes were an option on most light planes.  If
you have ever landed a tail dragger on grass, you know brakes are
not a necessity.  Since this is a grass field airplane, I decided to save
weight by not installing brakes.
How about an engine?  I narrowed it down to a Kowasaki 440 two-
cycle engine or a ½ Volkswagen engine.  Both put out 35-40 horse-
power.  The jury is still out on this one.  I like the sound of the 4 cycle
VW.  It burns less gas per hour than the Kowasaki, but weighs twice
as much.  Weight is important.  An ultralight airplane must weigh 254
pounds or less to be legal, so every pound is important.  The entire
airframe, wings, fuselage, tail, landing gear and wing struts come in
at a total of 150 pounds, leaving 104 pounds for the engine, propeller
and cowling. So that’s where the project stands at the end of March
2012.                    Harry Bochter-Owner, builder





The Republic RC-3 Seabee
by Ivan D. Livi

On November 22, 1945 the prototype RC-3 Seabee came off the assembly line at
Republic’s factory in Farmingdale, NY.   In March 1946 the first production RC-3
was completed . The engine was the Franklin, 6 cylinder horizontally opposed en-
gine, 215 hp at 2500 RPM.

During the period 1947-1951 I had the opportunity
to work as an A&P mechanic at Sky Harbor Airport,
Northbrook, IL, where there was a Republic Seabee
dealer. During those years I performed all types of
inspections, maintenance, and repairs on the Seabee.
A common repair was the replacement of the wing

socket for the wing float. Unusually rough water or hitting debris in the water
would push back the float causing the float strut to tear the socket out of the wing.

In one incident an owner landed on Lake Michigan in the area near the US Naval
Training Station.  On the landing the right wing float hit debris that caused the
float to move backward far enough to allow the wing tip to hit the water. The
wing began filling up with water causing the airplane to flip over and capsize,
sinking into the water upside down.

The owner arranged for the Coast Guard to hoist the airplane out of the water, but,
the Coast Guard attached the airplane in an upside down position, hoisted it out of
the water and set it on the dock in an upside down position.  In order to transport
the airplane to our hangars, the crew assigned to the task had to cut the control ca-
bles in the wings in order to be able to remove them from the airplane. Then there
was the dilemma of getting it right side up. Because of the shape of the airplane
the decision was made to roll it over its rounded nose. The result was not  favor-
able as it damaged the front structure, smashed the windshield, and caused major
damage to the cabin structure.

The airplane was trucked to our hangar and I was assigned the job of rebuilding it.
It was an extensive, daunting project, but, when I finally finished the job and the
airplane took its place on the Seabee line there was a great, rewarding sense of
satisfaction in having been able to restore the aircraft. The unique feature of a re-
versing propeller made it possible to taxi down the front of the Seabee line and
back it into a parking spot just like parking an automobile.



 NINETY-NINES  Pennies-A-Pound Fundraiser        May 19-20, 2012

The Eastern PA Chapter of The Ninety-Nines will hold their annual Pennies-a-Pound Fundraiser event on May 19 and May 20 at
Pottstown Heritage Field Airport.  Proceeds help provide aviation scholarships.  The event will be held in conjunction with Heritage
Community Day on May 19th.  Airplane rides will be available over the entire weekend (weather permitting), at an incomparable
price of just 15 cents/pound, based on passenger weight: minimum $7, maximum $25! (cash only, please).  An annual, local tradi-
tion for close to 30 years, Pennies-A-Pound is an educational, informative, and just plain fun way for those of all ages to learn
about aviation, right in their own back yard. Visit http://www.epa99.org for more information.

LOCAL  HISTORY
Greater Pittsbugh Airport      From the Robert Zorn collection   1992

Originally built on 1,600 acres (today over 11,000 acres) of farmland with $6 million in funds from the U.S.
Army, Greater Pittsburgh Airport began as a stopover airstrip used during World War II.  After the war, the air-
field was turned over to Allegheny County and plans were initiated to develop and expand the facility into one of
the most modern airports in the world.  Ground was broken for the terminal on July 18, 1946. The terminal was
dedicated on May 31, 1952 at a cost of $33 million.

In its first year of operation, 1,176, 364 passengers utilized the new airport.  In 1989, approximately 18 million
passengers were recorded. The five airlines who then serviced Greater Pitt were: TransWorld, Capital (later ab-
sorbed by United), Northwest, All American (renamed Allegheny in 1953 and USAir in 1979) and Eastern.  In
addition to these airlines, the airport is served by American, British Airways, Canadian Partners, Continental,
Delta, Midway, Pan Am, and several commuter lines.

The airport was renamed Greater Pittsburgh International Air­port in 1971 in celebration of the opening of the
International Terminal. The facility handles approximately 130,000 passengers annually.

In providing for the future aviation needs of the region, Greater Pittsburgh International Airport has already pro-
vided more gate space at the existing terminal and is currently building a new mid- field terminal, to open in
1992.

The interim improvement added gates in the south dock con­course where the current capacity crunch was felt
most.  The midfield terminal with 100 gates will double the current gate capacity, in its ultimate phase, to ac-
commodate forecasted demands and still be flexible enough, in design, to adjust to whatever course aviation
takes.

Clippings submitted by Jim Herron, CBW member



TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
Happy 70th Anniversary to the Tuskegee Airmen from this area and all parts of our country.  It was these P51
Mustang pilots who escorted the B17 bombers over Germany near the end of World War II.  It was one of the war
changing events.  The Commemorative Air Force Red Tail Event is scheduled to take place at Allegheny
County Airport in June and will feature a P51 Mustang fighter airplane.

The Tuskegee Airmen were a squadron of black pilots who were members of the 332nd Fighter Group of the Army
Air Corp.  A recent movie, “Red Tails”, portrays the life and events of the Tuskegee Airmen who were trained at
the Tuskegee Army Air Field, Tuskegee, Alabama.  The Clifford Ball Wing of the OX5 Aviation Pioneers
congratulates and thanks you.                                           Ivan D. Livi, President CBW

THE DEADLINE FOR NATIONAL DUES WAS APRIL 1st

Make your $30.00 check payable to OX5 Aviation Pioneers
Mail to:

OX5 Aviation Pioneers
PO Box 18533

Pittsburgh, Pa   15236-0533

          IN  MEMORIUM          IN  MEMORIUM
Flora Balmer printed the application forms used at the first
meeting of the group in Latrobe, PA that became the OX5
Club of America. From that time Flora served as the office
manager until her retirement in 2007.  Flora had worked with
28 National Presidents during her service to the OX5 organi-
zation.  She served in all capacities including that of being
editor of the OX5 News.  Flora passed away on January 15,
2012 at the age of 87.

By Clifford Yerkey, Vice President-Cliff Ball Wing

A NEW OX5 WING

George Jenkins, owner of the Eagles Mere Aviation Museum, is in the process of establishing a new OX5 Wing in
eastern Pennsylvania. The museum will serve as the Wing headquarters and Steven Lindrooth is slated to be the
Wing President. OX5 member enrollment is ongoing with the following being the initial group: George Jenkins
Merritt Jenkins, Todd Smith, Lawrence Posey, Michael Posey, Juliet Lindrooth, Steven Lindrooth, and Chad Wil-
cox. The Wing will be known as the Eagles Mere Wing.

The museum has about twenty restored aircraft dating from a 1910 Bleriot to a 1944 Stearman PT13 and more
than twenty-five vintage engines including some rare models such as the Hisso, Gnome, and LeRhone.

When you are in the area of Eagles Mere, Pa., do visit the Eagles Mere Aviation Museum.  It will be a surpris-
ingly delightful experience.

http://www.eaglesmereairmuseum.org



MAIL THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO:

Attn:  Ivan D Livi,   Pres
Cliff Ball Wing   Book Dept
P.O. Box 18561
Pittsburgh,  PA  15236-0561

 Men, Wind and Courage $20.00 + $3.00 S/H

Your Name ___________________________________________

Ship Address ___________________________________________

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________
eMail ___________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________

Questions: ivan.livi@verizon.net   412-655-7187 http://ox5.org

“Men, Wind and Courage”
An extensive, in depth portrayal of the lives and accomplishments of Aviation’s
pioneers whose exploits laid the foundation for today’s super-technical Aviation
Industry.  Author Nancy Mess’s detailed research has brought into focus the
names and works of many known and unknown men and women who were the
building blocks of the Aviation structure.  This 400 page profusely illustrated
publication is a must read for every young and old aviation enthusiast.

THIS IS A FUNDRAISER
 FOR

 THE CLIFF BALL WING



Cliff Ball Wing
OX5 Aviation Pioneers
PO Box 18561
Pittsburgh, Pa  15236-0561

.

Google our Web Page ox5.org

FOR SALE
ORIGINAL  OX5  ENGINE  DATA  PLATES

We have acquired a number of original OX5 engine data plates. They are new,
complete with the exception of the engine serial number.

They are available from the Cliff Ball Wing.
$20.00 each for members and $30.00 for non-members.
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